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DVERTISING ‘simplifies buying. In -the adver- 
tising columns are gathered together facts 
about a variety of products from which you may 


make your selection. Remember that the TIMES 
advertising columns afte ‘here for your use every 
week, to aid: in meeting your needs. 





The Fountain of Life 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 

VOWED, “ This life of mine shall rise to be 

A foyntain beautiful, from wheneé shall flow - 
Clear streams of heavenly love and purity. 
I shall- be blessed-and bless continually. F 
Unstained the fount must be and white as snow, ~ 
While deeds of love like flowers there shall grow.”’ 
I failed! - I-failed! The fountain was unclean. 
The flowers drooped and faded at its side, 
Upon its whiteness ugly stains were seen, 
No health was in that flow; it.had not-been 
Made pure with lifeblood of the Crucified— 
My hopes, like thirsty birds, drank there, and died. 


I come, I come to Thee, O gracious Lord, 
Knowing my righteousness to be in vain, 

This fountain of my life can be restored 

By none save Thee. According to Thy Word, 
Give me the cleansing from my sin and stain. 
O Fountain that the poorest may obtain, 
Flood Thou my heart and I'll not thirst again. 






Foreign Missionaries to Americans 

United States “gobs”. are fortunate. when they fall 
into the hands of foreign missionaries abroad. Ameri- 
can missionaries in-China have done a blessed work, 


. in recent years, among our-navy boys there. A mis- 
- sionary friend of the Timgs has written of the “won- 
. derful time working with the navy boys” last summer 
- at Chefoo. .. “We opéned our house to them, and we 
- always had the house full.. We hardly .ate a supper 
- without. at least two or three sailors, and on Satur- 


‘ ber of these boys 


days we had thirteen to twenty. There were a num- 
saved, a number «who had gone clear 


- Off in sin brought back; and some who were church 


‘ 


members, but did not know much of what it meant, 
gave their lives anew to the Lord. This boy... 
is one who has»lived-a good, clean life, but was play- 
ing around with fire. -He came from a good family, 
and had lots of self-respect, and was a church mem- 
ber. He has given himself to the Lord for Christian 


service. fe is only nineteen, but is very bright. -He’ 


hopes to get out of the navy soon and go on with: his 
educa‘ion. He was quite a smoker when ‘he started 


coming to our house; but he has given ft up. He has 
the most determination of any boy I ever met. Please 

y for him,” — especially ‘that he may learn that 
God's race can do more for him than any determina- 
tion of his own. “One boyawhiGoqas saved last year 
has also given himself for special service. He says 
that before he was saved he had gone so low he had 
to reach up to touch bottom. -He, too, is very bright. 
I am sure people at home have no idea the temptation 
these boys have to face every day oftheir lives. ... 
A great many of them come’ from good homes, and 


are such fine young fellows. It just breaks our hearts 


to see the way they are going —ruining their lives. 
. . . You know we had’a Gospel Hall in Chefoo for 
the boys, and it was wonderfully blessed this summer.” 
Here’is a call to prayer indeed: that God may use his 
missionaries in foreign lands for the saving and re- 
claiming of Americans and those from other Christian 
lands that come within their reach. 


Still Chained 

Most ‘men who-boast of their freedom are in bond- 
age. -The present generation is. perhaps the most 
hopelessly enslaved by sin since those who lived be- 
fore the #l06d,— there is Scripture that intimates this, 
—yet “freedom” and “liberty” and “self-expression” 


‘ without restraint are the great boast of today. The 


Associatéd- Press recently reported the “escape” 

by a Negro stowaway from West Africa who, ' 
om an ocean steamer, been put in irons and -had 
jumped overboard as the ship Was nearing its Brook- 
lyn dock, He was.stipposed to have been drowned, 


but he had beeg able to swim under wafer until he 


féeached the piér, and there -he waited until all was 


. quiet, hoping to make his escape. But, says the re- 


port; “he was unable to rid: himself of -the irons,” and 
he was apprehended and,.taken to Ellis Island for: de- 
portation ‘to the place he came from. Is it not a 
pathetic picture of the “escape” so many think they 


are making today, while they are still chained? There 
is only One who can strike the manacles from us. 
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed.” 

> at 


Our Only Chance 


We shall have no opportunity in Heaven for do- 
ing certain good works that we may do here. As 
there’ is “no second chance” after this life to accept 


‘the Saviour, sv also there is “no second chance” after 


this life for those who have accepted the Saviour here 
to manifest his life in certaif ways. F. W. Ainley, 
writing of “the blessed life” as set forth in the Beati- 
tudes, calls attention to this. “Let us not forget that 
the blessed life is to be lived now. ... There will be 
no persecution there, for the final separation has sun- 
dered the wicked from the righteous. There will be 
no strife there, calling for peacemakers. It is only in this 
life that we have the full opportunity of living out‘ the 
life of the blessed as given to us in the Gospels. In 
a word, the blessed life is the life that is furnished 
to meet every occasion in a Christlike way.” A thou- 
sand and ghee opportunities for showing forth 
“the life that $ Christ” come to us in our daily ex- 
periences here which will never come in the life here- 
after. It is now or never. After the present life there 
will be “no second ” for claiming and. experi- 
encing and showing forth victory ovef temptation to 
irritation, to impatience, to depression and discourage- 
ment, to worry, to resentment, to bitterness, to un- 
loving feelings and words, to impurity, to selfishness in 
its many different forms. Have we realized what a 
golden opportunity God is giving ~us, by letting us 
live in a world filled with sin and ruled*by Satan, to 
let thé Spirit produce in us, branches in the Vine, all 
his fruit? — “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, self-control” (Gal. 5: 22, 23). 
Let us indeed abide in Christ, walking by faith in him, 
and praising God for the opportunities we have now 
which we shall never have again. 


We Count Them Happy 


“Behold, we count them happy which endure” 
(Jas. §:11). 


YOUNG man was taken by a friend, an army 
A officer, to visit one of the United States Train- 

ing Camps for soldiers. It was an extremely 
hot summer afternoon. The daily papers had been 
reporting numbers of prostrations from the heat wave. 
To his surprise, the soldiers were lined up in the hot 
sun, and reqitired to stand there for an hour. One 
after another succumbed under the test. The young 
man was. indignant. He offered a protest, but the 
officer said, “If those men had been taking the daily 
training they. should and living up to the regulations of 
the army, they would have no difficulty in standing 
this test. . This shows up those who are not privately 
obeying orders.” 

No Christian can review his life, with a conscience 
made tender by the Holy Spirit, without acknowledg- 
ing that thére* have been breakdowns that have left 
the heart sore; breakdowns which indica -d that spir- 
itual declension had preceded them, which revealed the 
fact that the soul~had not been privately obeying or- 
ders, The result was “the lowering of our highest, 
the dulling of our clearest, the coarsening of our finest,” 
and» whert.we have been put on parade under test we 
have failed, miserably failed. Then discouragement 
crept in, a grave danger beset our spiritual lives. We 
ceased to be vigilant, a spiritual and moral weariness 
settled over us, a- gradual lowering of our ideals, until 
we found ourselvés once again in the ranks, which 
once we scorned, of the nominal Christian, and we 
have excused ourselves by saying, “Why should we go 
on. being faithful? Is it worth while? God seems 
indifferent to my efforts. I have tried to please -him, 
and’ failed. “His demands ‘seem unreasonable.” 

Thus we seek to soothe our conscience by making 
God: responsible for our mistakes and failures; but, 


over against this craven attitude of soul ‘stad the 
great truths of the Word of God, revealing him as 
the faithful One, who has made ample provision for 
all our needs, even our need to endure, “‘stedfast, un- 
moveable; always abounding in the work of the Lord.” 

It seems a consensus of opinion that never have 
days existed when it was so difficult for Christians 
to endure, as in these days in which we live. The 
very atmosphere seems surcharged with moral de- 
clension, with: cynicism, with materialism. The news- 
papers drag before our eyes, in the first hours of the 
day, the muck of life. The magazines, with clever 
innuendoes, or open defiance of old-time standards, 
pull down the~ structure of Christian ideals. The 
schools and colleges poison the minds of our youth. 
The clergy daily become more vague and powerless to 
stem the tide, while the bold fighter in the ranks of 
pulpit or press is swept down in a tornado of physical 
sufiering or persecution. 

Says a Christian writer: <“Trust and test are two 
words inseparably connected. in the vocabulary of the 
saint and servant of God. No sooner is a blessing 
bestowed than the bandits of Satan try to snatch it 
away, or at least mar its value, lessen its working 
power, or silence it altogether. Whether we claim 
spiritual or temporal blessing, or any petition, great 
or small, we shall find the foe chailenging our claim. 
But we should not be dismayed; rather count it as a 
compliment from our Lord: that -he counts us worthy 
of such trials. ‘Count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers trials.’ A motto we have seen is to the point: 
‘Present tests for. future trusts.’ The position of honor 
in the kifigdom will be given to those who have paid 
the price.” 

There are some things that we are warned every 
believer must endure. We are to expect them as a’ 
part of*our Christian experience. 

Peter speaks of them as “manifold temptations.” 












358 * 


Temptation here is the equivalent to trial and we are 
told these seasons of testings are an occasion for re- 
joicing. t 
tion: for when he is tried, he shall receive the. crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him” (Jas. 1:12). 

All God’s motives are motives of bénevolence. The 
world does not view trial as blessing. Our natural hearts 
shrink from pain, but the most precious thing to God 
is our faith. So he puts us in the school of trial that 
é6ur faith, “being much more. precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it-be tried with fite, might be 
found unto the praise and honour and glory at the 
appearing of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7). 

F. B. Meyer says, “For ourselves, trials come gen- 
erally from three sources: those brought on by others ; 
those caused by our own sins, mistakes, and indiscre- 
tiotis; and those sent to us directly from God, our 
Father. And beneath this various pressure what won- 
der that the heart is burdened down.” 

It seems almost inconceivable that amid these suf- 
ferings the soul should find occasion for joy. “Count 
it all joy whem ye fall into divers temptations” (Jas. 
1:2). “We glory in tribulations” (Rom. 5:3). How 
can this be? Here is portrayed. moré: than grim. en- 
durance. What is the secret of this joy in pain? The 
Psalmist found it and some of his noblest Psalms are 
the result of agony of soul. Paul found it and was 
singing praises in the depths of the noisome prison 
at midnight. As we realize that trial is for a purpose, 
that it is for our ultimate good, we can look past the 
pain to the promised results. The result will more 
than compensate us. Charles Stanford says, “We do 
not prune brambles, or cast stones into the crucible, 
or plow the sea sands.” Faith in the love of the 
unseen Lord will transmute the pain to blessing. 

Again we are warned that we must endure the hatred 
of the world. “And ye shall be hated of all men for 
my name’s sake; but he that endureth to the end shall 
be saved” (Matt. 10: 22). 

There is a desire in every human heart for the love 
and approbation of our fellow man. It is painful 
indeed to be buffeted for well-doing; to have our good 
evil spoken of; to be reviled and persecuted; re- 

roached for the name of Christ; to have precious 

nds severed because we cannot compromise in our 
faith; to stand apart from popularity, and know it 
could be ours would we but accept the standards of 
the world; to become the target for every weapon 
hurled from every quarter; to suffer in business, in 
the home life, in the social life; to take the lonely, 
blood-marked way, when our hearts are crying out for 
the love and friendship of those about us. This takes 
endurance. It means the grace of God must be in our 
hearts or we could not endure. 

The Bible tells us some things that hinder endurance. 
“If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and 
let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles. For then 
shalt thou lift up thy face without spot; yea, thou 
shalt be stedfast; and shalt not fear” (Job rr: 14, 15). 

Doubtless we all-réalize that harbored sin will lessen 
our resistance. Too often have we heard. the: story 
of an: Achan in the camp to be: igriorant that.sin brings 
defeat, but there ‘is a grave problem about sin. There 
is a ‘deceitfulness about sin. The Psalmist. had to 
pray, “Who can understand his errors?. cleanse thou 
me from secret faults” (Psa. 19:20). Often it re- 
quires a patient ‘waiting on God to reveal to us that 
thing with which he has a controversy in our lives. 
His: ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our 
thoughts. What low standards we have of holiness, 
how little we know the immaculate Christ. 

A young woman came into a prayer group of spir- 
itual Christians. She came in buoyantly, unconscious 
of anything wrong in her life. She led vigorously in 
aged and praise, and then settled herself to enjoy 

e rest of the prayer time, but the Holy Spirit was 
there. A feeling of discomfort came over her. She 
grew more and more restless. Then she touched a 


woman on the shoulder and drew her to another room. : 


With. tears streaming down her. face she. confessed that 
as she knelt in the presence of Christ she was con- 
victed of harshness of: judgment, of lack of love, and 
of other things of which she had been totally uncon- 
scious when she came in. She concluded by saying, 
“It was just as I used to feel when I was a little 
girl, and would be busy :with my-play and quite un- 
mindful that my dress was soiled until I came into 
the company of children whose dresses were spotlessly 
clean, and then I felt ashamed of my dirty dress.” 

There is a need of the searching power of the Holy 
Spirit, of giving him time to do his office work, to 
“reprove the world cf. sin.” 

Another cause that weakens our resistance is that 
our conversation is not such as becomes the Gospel of 
Christ. Much is said in the Bible in condemnation of 
evil speaking. “Evil speaking is the fruit of pride; 
for it is a lofty opinion of oneself that leads to think- 
ing and speaking ill of others. Often (unconscious 
perhaps) the thought is that by putting others down, 
we exalt by comparison ourselves. Hence if we carry 
in our minds a just estimate of ourselves, that is to 
say, are truly humble, then we shall have no disposition 
to say any evil thing of another.” Alexander Neander, 
the German evangelical historian, says, “Christians 
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should speak and act with a continual sense of their 
own need of God’s mercy. Then will meekness of 


“Blessed is the man that endureth tempta-— speech and manner be its spontaneous expression, and 


mercy ‘will prevail over strict justice.” . 

One writer points out that the most serious feature 
of this offense is the fact that it really sets God aside. 
He is the only Lawgiver and Judge. All judgment 
has been committed to the Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
told to judge not that we be not judged, and we also 
are told to judge no man’s work before the time for 
the day will declare it. Therefore we are usurping 
the rightfyl place of God. When we realize the fact 
that, except for the grace of God, eternal judgment is 
our portion, it will surely put the fear of God in our 
hearts and we shaii cry, “Who art thou that judgest?” 
We should apply ourselves to the correction of our 
own faults. : 

Then we are told quite clearly that we are in a 
conflict with ‘an adversary. “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour; whom 
resist stedfast in the faith” (1 Pet. 5:8). Satan 
was no myth, no imaginaty being to the writers of 
the New Testament. He was an actual foe to be 
reckoned with day by day. The name Satan means 
adversary and accuser. It denotes one who lies in 
wait to entrap, te sppose, to disable, to bring under 
condemnation or into disaster. We are living in days 


of great spiritual strain because the powers of dark- 
ness are assailing the saints as never before. 

What is the secret of endurance? Moses discovered 
it. “He endured, as seeing him who is invisible” 
(Heb. 11:27). We cannot meet the heavy demands 





Further Encouragement at Biola 


The welcome announcement was. made in The 
King’s Business for June and reported in Tue SuNDAY 
Scuoot Times of June 1, that the well-known Bible 
teacher Dr. William P. White had been appointed 
President to direct the administrative staff of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. Friends of the Institute, 
who have been praying for God’s continued guidance 
in establishing this great school in the ministering 
of the Word by sound teachers, will now welcome the 
following telegram, received by Tae: SuNpAy ScHOOL 
+ IMEs from William A. Fisher, Exécutive Vice-Presi- 

ent: 


DR. ELBERT =. MC CREERY, FORMERLY DIRECTOR PAS- 

_TORS COURSE AT MOODY [BIBLE INSTITUTE], HAS 
ACCEPTED POSITION AS DEAN OF THE FACULTY AS OF 
JULY I. DR. J. E. JADERQUIST, FORMERLY OF MOODY, 
NOW OF GORDON BIBLE COLLEGE, ALSO COMING ON 
FACULTY. WE ARE ALL REJOICING. 


=< 


When Torrey and Harkness 
Were in Australasia 


Last November, after the death of Dr. R. A. 
Torrey, THE Sunpay ScHoot Times published per- 
sonal reminiscences of the great evangelist written 
by one who knew him well and accompanied him. in 
some of his greatest campaigns, Robert Harkness, the 
pianist and composer. Mr. Harkness told a striking 
story of the Dunedin campaign in Australasia, and 
how he himself came to make, for the first time, a 
full surrender of his life to.the Lord when he had 
been asked by Dr. Torrey to lead a meeting at which 
half the night would be spent in prayer. Many were 
broken down by conviction of the Holy Spirit, and 
another meeting of the same sort was soon held. O 
this meeting Mr. Harkness wrote: 


The next service revealed the presence and power 
of God in a wonderful way. <A few hundred peo- 
ple responded to the invitation. Among them was a 
young man who had resisted every appeal. Finally, 
under deep conviction, he publicly acknowledged 
Christ. He is today one of the greatest soul-winners 
in the Southern Hemisphere. 


Some months after the appearance of this article 
THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times received a letter from 
a reader in Auckland, New Zealand. It was on the 
letter head of a large manufacturing and importing 
business house, and the writer sent two’ subscriptions 
to the Tres, to begin with the “Christian Lawyer” 
series. Then he added: 


I have just read the articles on Dr. Torrey by Dr. 
Horton and Robert Harkness; I happen to be the 
young fellow the latter speaks of as being converted 
in Dunedin, but his statement is of course a frightful 
exaggeration, although I praise God for any use He 
has made of me in spreading the Gospel. 


It is good to know that this friend is a member of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes family; and that God has 
indeed used him so mightily —in spite of his. modest 
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upon us if we are leaning on the arm of flesh. Our 
eyes must be ever on the Lord. Too often we try to 
endure out of,our own resources. 


“To him that hath no might he inereaseth strength” 
(Isa. 40:29). Ah, to let the mighty strength of God 
go tingling through us, to let our spiritual life be re- 
plenished from the great restorative forces of his om- 
nipotence — to open our soul and let the reviving breath 
of the Holy Spirit -drive out the fumes of unholy 
desires, the poisonous vapors of jealousy, the roots 


of bitterness, of selfishness, of impatience, of discon- 


tent, and discouragement. 

“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the. Lord” 
(Psa. 27:.14). Just to be’still before Him. “It is 
good that a man should both hope and quietly wait 
for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam. 3:26). “My 
soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation 
is from him” (Psa. 62:5). ~In his great secret ways, 
God will energize us, will stir to life the sleeping 
powers of our being, will work in and through us till 
we cry, “We are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us” (Rom. 8: 37). 

To the one who endures the rewards are sure. 

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye .stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). . 

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev. 3:11). 





disclaimer —as a soul-winner, for Mr. Harkness tes- 
tified of that whereof he knew. The incident should 
encourage every child of God to be instant, in season 
and out of season, in passing, on the good news of 
salvation and sowing the good seed of the Word of 
God; for we have God’s own pledge that some of this 
seed-sowing will bear fruit an hundredfold. 


, tn 
When the Earth Burns Up 


This question has arisen in Bible class: When 
the heavens and ea are cleansed by fire (2 Pet. 
3:7), what will become of the inhabitants who are 
then on the earth? Do not the Jews have an earthly 
inheritance, and will they not be on the earth at this 
time of cleansing ?—A Minnesota reader. 


The earth is certainly going to be consumed by fire 
some day. Scientists, who pay no attention to the revela- 
tions in the Bible, have more than once expressed the 
opinion that this catastrophe may occur at some future 
date. “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” 
(2 Pet. 1:19), for the infallible Word tells us: “But 
the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment and’ perdition of ungodly men.” 

But it seems -probable that the only human inhabi- 
tants of the earth, at that day, will be as invulnerable 
to the action of fire as the three Hebrew young men 
were, by God’s miracle, when they were cast into the 
burning fiery furnace. For the Scriptures indicate 
that this destruction of the heavens and the earth by 


fire will not occur until the time of, or after, the— 


judgment of the great white throne; this is the final 
judgment, and before it takes place all who are ever 
going to be saved will have been saved, and all who 
reject God’s salvation will have made their final de- 
cision. The Lord’s return to this earth to establish 
his kingdom here is not the destruction of the earth 
by fire,—that is, his return does not at first bring 
this consummation, but introduces the thousand-year 
period, or millennium, of peace and righteousness on 
earth under his_personal reign; at the end of this 
thousand-year period will occur the cleansing of the 
created universe, “Wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervid heat” (2 Pet. 3:12). This passage continues: 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness.” And Revelation 20 and 21 tell us that the new 
heavens and new earth come after the millennium, after 
the judgment of the great white throne, and after 
death and hell and those who were “not found writtes 
in the book of life” are “cast into the lake of fire.” 
Then we read: “And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away.” -At the time of this consummation # 
is evident that there will be no inhabitants on the 
earth in mortal or corruptible bodies, but only those 
who have experienced the great change, “When this 
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have putyon immortality, then shall’ be 
brought to pass the ‘saying that is written, Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 


We cannot long . 
‘ maintain strength of any kind by ourselves. 
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: Barabbas as a False Messiah 


And a 
about the Lord Jesus Christ 


type of modern and blasphemous teachings 


By J. E. Harris 














Te is an ancient reading of Matthew 27: 17, 
that, if accepted, intensifies the dramatic con- 
2 trast between our Lord and Barabbas. The verse 
as we have it in the Authorized Version runs, “Whom 


will ye that I release unto yOu? Barabbas, or Jesus” 


which is ‘called Christ?” 
the naime of the robber to be “Jesus Barabbas.’ 


The ‘alternate reading makes 
The 


manuscript’ evidence is not considered to be strong - 


enough to warrant the adoption of this reading in our 
Bible, but the following considerations will show it to 
be highly probable that Barabbas bore the personal 
name “Jesus, and that “Jesus. Barabbas,” the reading 
known to Origen (A. D. 186-253): and found in a 
number of ancient manuscripts, is the original read- 
ing of the verse. 

The-name “Barabbas” seems to have been a ‘patro- 
nymic rather than a personal name. It means literally 
“son of a father,” and evidently denotes that its bearer 
had been born ofa distinguished father, most probably of 
a rabbi, since to that class the term Abba (“father”) 
was commonly attached (Matt. 23:9), as it is to the 
priests of the Roman Catholic Church today. Very 
probably the bandit possessed a more personal name. 
That this name was “Jesus” is quite credible, for it 
was in common use at the time, a fact that may explain 
why this’ man was not generally known by his per- 


sonal namie, but by the sobriquet Barabbas that had” - 


been attached to him. Of course, that some copyist 
attached the name Jesus to the robber just to heighten 
the dramatic effect of the story is a possibility, but not 
a probability, for what could suggest such an idea to 
a scribe? Certainly Christian reverence for the name 
would be a strong deterrent from any such unwar- 
ranted embellishment of the record. Much more prob- 
able is it that the’ personal. name of the robber was 
omitted as unbecoming to him because of its hallowed 
associations. “To take away the sacred name from the 
robber would seem véry natural and all the more jus- 
tifiable that it is likewise“omitted in verses 20-26; 
and by the other evangelists, not to mention that from a 
similar: feeling of reverence it would seem to have 
been suppressed. in the tradition current in the apos- 
tolic age’. (H.“A. W. Meyer in loco). There are 
therefore strong reasons for accepting the reading 
“Jesus Barabbas” as the original, in which ‘case the 
choice Pilate. put before the people- was, Jesus the 
rabbi’s son or .Jesus the ‘so-called Christ? Which 
Jesus? 

The coincidence that gave the same name to both 
provides a superficial likeness which the more. inten- 
sifies the. differences between Christ and Barabbas. 
But that contrast is made more striking still by yet 
another point of resemblance. Both were under the 
charge of seditious Messianic pretensions. 
was no common robber, but “a notable prisoner” 
under arrest “for sedition and murder.” 
bery under arms” with which he has been charged, 
“and. the prize is the throne of David.” At least 
this was the guise under which he had carried oh his 
latest venture. Perhaps the brigand’s loot was all he 
wanted, but he. had adroitly veiled his covetousness 
under the patriotic idealism of a’ politico-Messianic 
program. ‘He was therefore a representative of the 
same revolutionary spirit. of which the Sanhedrin were 
accusing Jesus” (Godet). 


Natural Man’s Terrible Choice 


A‘ picturesque character, Barabbas had succeeded in 
winning-.a’ certain measure of popular sympathy, but 
such popularity as he possessed could have been in 
nowise commensurate with that which the miracles 
of Christ had given Him with the people. Had he 
not believed that Christ had far the stronger hold 
upon the affection of the masses, Pilate would never 
have made the issue a choice between Barabbas and 
Christ. The Procurator knew that the rulers alone 
sought the death of Christ, and he thought he might 
safely play against. them the sympathies of the crowd 
that had so recently given such a tremendous ovation 
to Christ at his triumphal entry. But he did not know 
how acute was the general disappointment over the 
strange refusal of Christ to assume the role of a 
national deliverer. Just because the people’s expecta- 
tions had been so high and their enthusiasm so keen, 
a strong reaction had set in. Having already dis- 
cerned the change in popular temper, the rulers saw 
their opportunity when Barabbas was set against 
Christ. Here was one who approximated nearly 
enough to the prevailing expectations of the Messiah 
to make it possible for them to cry him up as a hero 
who, though worsted in the attempt, had sought Mes- 
sianic honors. What Christ refused to do, this man 
had made a try at, and so keen was the disappointment 
in Christ that“sympathy for Barabbas is speedily 


aroused. and antipathy to the Lord: Jesus correspond- 





Barabbas . 


“It is rob-” 


When the people before Pilate clamored for the 
release of Barabbas, it is probable that their 
choice had a deeper meaning than is usually given 
to it. . Here was one who was so like the pre- 
vailing expectations of the Messiah that it was 
possible for them to cry him up as a hero who, 
though worsted in the attempt, had sought Mes- 
sianic honors. They chose a peor counterfeit 
provided by Satan imstead of the Christ of God, 
the true Messiah. Mr. Harris shows how the 
world is doing the same thing today. He gives 
us several pen pictures of Christ drawn by Mod- 
ernists, and shows how far they are from the truth. 








ingly increased. There are cheers for Barabbas but 
jeers for Christ, and soon the crowd that had cried 
“Hosanna” shouts “Crucify,” and the choice is made, 
“Not this man, but Barabbas.” 

And what a choice it was! A choice between Jesus 
of Nazareth who had-said, “My kingdom is not of 
this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight”; and Jesus Barabbas who 
had championed the forlorn hope of the national cause 
and led forth his followers under arms against Cesar 
‘| secure an earthlp kingdom. A choice, between the 

hrist“ of God'and’a christ ef: the fleshy between the 
divine Messiali and a poor counterfeit of Satan’s 
providing; between Jesus, the Son of the heavenly 
Father, and Jesus, a son of him who is a liar and a 
murderer from the beginning. The passions of. the 
moment may have partly beclouded the issue, but the 
naked truth was declared not long afterward when 
Peter exclaithed,: “Ye denied the Holy One and the 
Just, and désired a murderer to be granted unto you.” 
Why Men Prefer Barabbas 

That awful choice makes forever manifest the true 
nature of sin and the true nature of fallen man. Sin 
is revealed here in all its blackness and enormity as 
that which would crucify the Son of God. In Him 
men see One who: is ,of* purer eyes than to behold in- 
iquity. If they will persist in iniquity they will be 
forced.to try to rid themselves of Him whose pres- 
ence is a constant rebuke to their sin, And in this 
is made manifest the fact that fallen human nature 
is incapable of loving the holy Son of God while it 
remains impenitent. Let the real Christ be set before 
men and there is that in the human heart that cries 
out, “Not this ‘man, but Barabbas.” 

It is sometimes said that’ it is men’s misconceptions 
of Christ that keep them from accepting him, that if 
only the apathetic and the hostile were given a clear 
vision, a true conception of what Christ really is, 
they could not resist the’ charm and beauty of his 
person. It is quite true that men do have distorted 
conceptions of Christ, and that these help to establish 
them in a Christ-rejecting attitude. It is right that 
everything should be done that can be done’to give 
men true views of Christ. But to imagine that clearer 
perception of Christ’s real character and ‘teaching will 
infallibly turn men toward him is to delude ourselves. 
Not every one would be enamored of Jesus Christ 
did they but know him as he really is. To correct 
men’s ideas about Christ is not,to insure their ac- 
ceptance of him; it may but intensify their rejection of 
his claims. It was as men apprehended in some meas- 
ure the essential purity of his nature and character 
and the spirituality of his mission and so came to see 
the contrast between their own hearts and his, and their 
own Messianic conceptions and his, that they made 
final choice against him and his program. To know 
Christ for what he really is, and his purposes for what 
they are; is to make more clear the eternal differ- 
ence between the holy and unholy, the spiritual and 
the fleshly, and-when that is clearly recognized by 
the unholy and unspiritual it immediately becomes 
apparent that apart from the grace of repentance man 
cannot love a holy God, that the clarified perception 
only brings a more conscious and intelligent refusal 
to submit to. the All-holy One. 

But no man can refuse the claims of the God of 
holiness and remain comfortable. To escape his dis- 
comfort he must convince himself that this God is not 
God after all, that the real God is one who is strik- 
ingly like what he has always believed God ought to 

. In other words, for the true God man must sub- 
stitute a god made in his own likeness; for the true 
Christ, a christ of his own conceiving. 

It is most important to observe that in Barabbas 
the people chose one who answered roughly to their 
conception ‘of what the Messiah should be and do. 
In place of the Lord Jesus whom God sent they chose a 
Jesus who was like their own idea of Messiah: ‘And 
since such as will not repent do not. caré for : the 


Christ of the Bible, Satan still is ready with another 
Jesus fashioned according to their own desires. The 
old ruse of the Adversary, whereby men are tricked 
into acclaiming a christ of their own imagining, works 
most effectively still. Idol making is subjective as 
well as objective. The heathen idolator may objec- 
tively fashion his god out of wood or stone; the 
“Christian” idolator subjectively fashions his out of 
his own ideas, philosophies, and imagination, Far 
more people than we realize worship a Jesus of their 
own mind’s making instead of the Christ of God’s 
Word. “They persist in confusing the question what 
they could have wished that Jesus had been with the 
question what Jesus actually was” (Machen). Peo- 
ple of the most divergent religious beliefs unite in 
the almost universal laudation of Jesus Christ. No 
respectable religion dares to despise the namie jesus. 
But in reality what~appears to be a universal pean 
of praise to him is a discordant combination of true 
Christian acclamation of the Christ of the Bible with 
much loud acclaim of the christs of man’s creation. 
Unbelief and self-will cannot accept God’s portrait 
of his Son. It therefore modifies that picture accord- 
ing to his own desire. It is not enough that men 
revere the name Jesus; we must ascertain whether it 
is a Jesus of human imagining, or the Christ of God 
whom they are worshiping, before we can know that 
they are of the Christian fellowship. 

What may well be termed the refashioned Jesus of 
contemporary religious thought is the god of men’s 
idolatry in many a Christian church today, a Jesus 
who is essentially the humanist Jesus. Modern relig- 
ious writings abound in pen portraits of this Jesus 
sketched from various points of view. A few of them 
can be mentioned and should be easily recognized. 

There is the Rational Picture drawn up and offered 
for our approval by those who worship, at the shrine 
of Human Reason. It is enthusiastically received by 
“all who have difficulties with the supernatural.” By 
the simple expedients of denying the supernatural 
where it occurs in the Gospel records, or of “explain- 
ing” it away, a “Jesus” who puts no strain upon the 
mind of unbelief is skillfully portrayed. True, it is a 
reduced Jesus, for gone is the glory of the unique 
birth and the bodily resurrection; gone is the divine 
power that stilled the waves, fed the crowds, and 
healed the sick; a reduced Jesus, but acceptable now 
to the “rational” mind. 

Then there is the Sentimental Picture, so appealing 
to those who want the luxury of an easy religion that 
is all comfort and no hardship, all lenity and no sever- 
ity. There are no stern lines in this face, nor any 
strong ones. This is a Jesus who preaches a universal 
divine fatherhood that ends in making of God an 
amiable but weak Being, and its correlative universal 
sonship. that renders the new birth superfluous. In 
this “Jesus” love and mercy are magnified at the ex- 
pense of righteousness and justice until love is no 
more love and mercy no more mercy but both have 
been transmuted into sentimentality. 


The “Sociable” Counterfeit 


Another is the Sociable Picture. This depicts a 
“Jesus” who not only receiveth sinners and eateth 
with them but lets them remain at ease in their sin- 
nership. Instead of associating with sinners to lift 
them up to holiness, he mingles with them to make 
them feel that they are not so bad at heart, that they 
need only to introduce a little amiability into their 
lives, a bit of humanity and good neighborliness, to 
manifest their essential goodness and so to realize their 
divine sonship. Related to this conception of Jesus is 
the daringly clever though palpably absurd attempt to 
depict Jesus as a man after the heart of the modern 
American business man, skillful advertiser, wise exec- 
utive, and a sort of good service-club man. It is an 
extreme example of what a clever mind can do in dis- 
torting the facts of the Gospel story. It is an abor- 
tive attempt to do for the grown-up boy what the 
greatly overworked fourfold life idea suggested in 
Luke 2: §2 is doing for many a growing lad, namely, 
to picture Jesus as essentially our ideal all-round, well 
developed manhood. What a travesty upon the Gospel 
is this modern appeal to boyhood, thus to take what is, 
beautiful and true, but comparatively incidental, and 
let_it displace what is fundamental! 

Finally, there is the picture of the Teacher-Re- 
former. Often less objectionable than the other pic- 
tures of the humanist Jesus that have been mentioned, 
it is none the less the pieture of a reduced Jesus. A 
Jesus who is only a teacher and a reformer is not the 
Jesus of the Bible. He is also the divine Redeemer 
from sin, and the One who saves men out of this 
world, gives them: a -heavenly citizenship, and ’ ids 
them recken themselves strangers and pilgrims ‘ere, 
and to-set- their affections. on things above, not. off 
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things on the earth. Humanism does not like this. It 
desires only a Christianity whose’ sum and substance 
is to make this world a better place in which to live. 


It accuses historic Christianity of gravely erring in» 


stressing individual salvation and a Heaven to come; it 
would strive for social salvation and a heaven below. 
It must have a “Jesus” in its program, but the Jesus 
of the New. Testament said many things about the 
future life that seem to warrant the historic position 
of the Church, hence a re-modeled Jesus must be 
found, the Teacher-Reformer who has shown by pre- 
cept and example how men should live in brotherly 
love together. 

It is curious to observe that the followers of this 
ae eof with their zeal for the new “social” Christianity 
old in contempt the looking for the Second Advent 
of Christ as the ultimate hope for the world, for the 
same reason that led men at his first Advent to turn 
to Jesus Barabbas: A speedy enjoyment of the earthly 
blessings of the kingdom of Christ was what men 
wanted at his first coming. Because He would not at 
once introduce the external glories of his earthly king- 
dom they rejected the Christ of God, and because they 
have wearied of the long delay of the millennial glory 
and would establish it themselves, the exponents of 
social Christianity, like their Judzan prototypes, have 
turned from the Jesus who pos my complete king- 
dom blessings to his return in glory, to a Jesus after 
their own mind, a Teacher-Refermer through whom 
they hope to bring in the kingdom. Not for a moment 
would we despise any sincere desire and effort for 
improved conditions of life, but upon all such lovers 
of humanity we would urge a reconsideration of the 


whole message of the New Testament to ascertain the” 


Biblical program and outlook, lest they be found at 
last to have been beguiled by false hopes. 

In these and other aspects is the humanist Jesus, 
whom so many worship today, found portrayed, but 
essentially in every picture he appears as “of the earth, 
earthy” rather than as the Lord from Heaven of whom 
the New Testament records its story. And in each 
case the result is secured by omitting the unpalatable 
parts of the Gospel records and by stressing out of 
due proportion those that are accepted. Such exagger- 
ation must inevitably result in a caricature, and there 
can be no doubt that many who believe ‘they know 
the Bible Jesus have-seen only a caricature of him 
that in the final analysis leads to the acceptance of a 
‘modern Jesus Barabbas for Jesus Christ. 

We need to watch lest we omit from our conception 
of Jesus Christ those elements of his character, those 
attributes of his person, and those aspects ‘of his mis- 
sion that the natural mind finds objectionable. It is 
for those who. will not receive the love of the truth 
(a Thess. 2:10) that Satan fashions his antichrists. 
He has already progressed far toward the production 
of his last great masterpiece, the final anti-Messiah, one 
who would deceive the very elect, were that possible. 
May God protect us from that® crowning work of 
diabolical strategy. It is well, however, to recall that 
Barabbas was a crude and clumsy counterfeit of 
Christ, but he served the purpose of Satan’ for the 
time. Even so do the less skillful counterfeits of 
Christ and Christian truth leading up to the Jast great 
deception suffice to ensnare many. “Our one protection 
is to be fully aware of the peril and to guard our- 
selves by a believing acceptance of ALL that is written 
concerning Jesus Christ, and by a resolute refusal of 
all modifications of the Bible portrait of our Lord. 

ALBERTA, CAN. 
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Why I Go to Church 


The following reasons were given by the president of a 
large manufacturing company : 

GO to church for the same reason that a thirsty man 

goes to a spring —he knows that there he will re- 
ceive refreshment. In one case his natural thirst is 
slaked, in the other his soul’s ttesire is satisfied. 

I go to church because it is there one drinks at the 
fountains of grace. It is there depressed sowlé Seeking 
relief find joy unspeakable. 

I go to church because there I am taught the tragedy 
of sin and the fact of salvation. ° 

I go to church because there I receive the power 
properly to appraise life’s values. Simeon stood in 
the church and held in his arms the Infant Christ; 

: true, he held just'& baby, but in-that Child was Wrap- 
ped up the destiny of the human race, and looking 
upon that Baby, he said, “Lord, riow lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, . . for mine eyes have seen 
thy sabyation” (Luke 2: 20, "30). 

I go to church because there I am taught the will 
of God, his commandments, his precepts. I am: there 
taught how to live in a sinful world and not be of it; 
the lily grows in the environment of slime and mud 
and stil] it is the purest flower that grows — “Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these” 
(Matt. 6: 29). 

I go to church because there I have the opportunity 
of communion and fellowship with the saints of God. 
“Iron sharpeneth irompso a man sharpeneth the coun- 
tenance of his friend” (Prov. 27:17). 

I go to church because there I get a foretaste and 
an anticipation of the joy we shall have when we 
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step over the borderline into the Father’s house of 
many mansions and join that inner circle that sur- 
rounds the Throne, singing the praises of him who 
loved us and washed us trom our sins in his own blood. 

The church is a God-planned and Christ-established 
institution, it will. never die. The church will func- 
tion, sinners will be convicted of sin, saints will be 
edified and built up in their most holy faith, when the 
American Republic and the British Empire have be- 
come historical facts. 

I go to church to receive that peculiar blessing that’ s 
promised those who fellowship in his name; in his 
house, among his people,—the born again saints of 
Ged of every denomination. 

I go to church because it is there my voice can be 
heard by both angels in Heaven and saints on earth, 
in testimony of him who died that I might live. 

I go to church because that is my second birthplace 
— it was there I was born again, it was there I was 
adopted into his family and became a son of God 
and a co-heir with Christ. 

Because of the presence of the church in the world 
the day of mercy is extended to the sinner. The 
church is the channel through which the grace, the love, 
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and the truth of God flow to a hungry sin- ‘aia world 

The church is the beacon light of the mountain top 
and the valley, to all lands, peoples, and tongues. 

May our love for the church echo with a zeal and 
enthusiasm like David the Psalmist, who said, “I was 
glad when they said unto. me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 

The church can never be moved, its foundation is 
in the “mountain of his holiness.” 


Upon the hills of holiness 
He his foundation sets; 

God - more’ than ~ Jacob’s ‘dwellings all 
Delights in Zion’s gates. 


The “gates of Zion” are the “Church of God.” 
The/ “tents of Jacob” are your home and mine; its 
foundation stands sure, for it is rock-ribbed in God's 
holiness. 


I love Thy. Church, O 
Her walls . before Thee’ “aand 
Dear as the apple of, Thine eye 
, And graven on. Thy hand. 


Everything shall live whithersoever . the Church 
cometh. -I thank: God for .the Church of Christ. 
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How God cared for a group of missionaries 
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The follow! 


riestiliabte account was sent to the Rev. Van V. Eddings, General Director o, the Orinoco River 
Mission of Venezuela, South America, by one of its missionaries. 


The mission is evangelical, 





and evangelistic. Its field headquarters are at Carupeno, Venezuela, and the treasurer is 1. A. Moon, 4409 
North Griffin Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 


“God is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed. . The Lord of 
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge” 
(Psa. 46:1, 2, 7). 

“Earthquakes, in divers places” (Matt. 24:7). 


OU. of course have already heard .of the mighty 

earthquake on January 17 at seven thirty-two in 

the mornin that shook Eastern Venezuela, be- 
ing felt from the Island of Trinidad to La Guaira, but 
with its center in the ancient and beautiful city of 
Cumana, resulting in the almost complete ruin of its 
houses and buildings, the death of about fifty persons, 
and the severe wounding of about eight hundred more, 
and the loss in material things of ten million dollars. 
By the mercies of God it came to pass in the morning 
when almost ail were in their patios or in the market 


or on the street in the coolness of the morning, for. 


if it had been at night the loss of life would have 
been unspeakably appalling. 

In the twenty-five to thirty seconds during which 
the earth shook as if in a huge sieve, the artifice and 
prowess of man of several centuries was made nil. The 
city became instead of a proud, busy center of industry, 
commerce, and varied life, a desolation, a vast ruin, 
a crying, screamirg multitude frenzied with fear and 
in a seething unrest and desperation. 

I was in my house alone, my little servant girl hav- 
ing gone to the store. I had had a presentiment of 
impending danger the night before which kept me awake 
or restless until the-dawn. It was a strange experi- 
ence, and I had prayed much for God’s protecting 
power over us, I arose at seven thirty, but was so 
tired from loss of sleep that I went back to rest for 
a while longer. just as I was settled in bed the house 
began to shake and sway in a most horrifying way. 
I cried to God and with much difficulty got up and 
started toward the door. The clothespress by the 
bed, which was at best very unsteady on its feet, 
was held back from falling on, mé, afd though I-walkéd 
over broken glass , the -vases-that had fallen; yet 
it did not cut me.” © women iff front called to‘ me 
to come out, but I aid hot go, as I-saw that my house 
was not falling, though when at last the quake was 
over —and that half-minute seemed an xon—I grab- 
bed my.bathrobe 2nd shippers and ran out. 

Never can I describe that awful morning. From the 
whole city there arose a cloud of yellow dust, and the 
sun had a peculiar yeflow glare. Every -one was in 
the street, crying, calling upon God, the saints, and 
the Virgin. Everywhere were signs of*ruin: I- had 
many an opportunity to speak of God, exhorting the 
people to put their trust in the Saviour. Some one 
cried, “The fort is fallen.” Stepping out into the 
street and looking up on the hill above my house I 
saw indeed that the towers and central part had crashed 
in, which just three weeks before I had visited. The 
captain and a number more were killed. 

After dressing with fear and trembling, my girl and 
I started over to the other side to find her family 
and Mrs. Lange and the children. Mr. Lange had 
gone to Carupano the week before. 

All along the way the sights more and more sick- 
ened and saddened me,—the wounded with -cut, 





bruised, and bloody bodies; crying, shocked, and fear- 
crazed people ; a dead woman being taken to the ceme- 
tery with only a sheet as a coffin, a dead. man being 
taken in another direction in a cart, —a woman lying 
onthe -floor. of her house stretched ‘out dead, hit by 
a beam; streets filled with débris that we had. to climb 
over to get through, houses , fallen, and falling, wires 
down, stores and hotels in ruins like great piles of 
firewood and junk. 
bottles in the drug stores mingled with the smell of 
dust that filled the air. The cathedral that was being 
built and that the bishop had blessed’ several months 
before; at which: time he cursed the -Protestants, -was 
leveled: to the ground. Space does not permit to tell 
of the govérnor’s new house, the cocoanut oil factory, 
the other factories and buildings that became piles of 
débris. All the churches, chapels, and grottoes of the 
images were partially or totally destroyed. In one 
church a priést was killed by a falling altar. Three 
grown children in one family were killed, the father 
going crazy with grief. One woman in a store was 
decapitated as the store fell in one grand pile. In 
the ensuing days some of the heaps of ruin gave 
forth the awful, sickening stench of putrifying flesh. 

On Main Street wenet Mariana’s family, all safe, 
then Mrs, Lange and the two children, coming to meet 
us. How we rejoiced together at our mutual safety! 
They had had a most wonderful delivery’ from death. 
The cook’s five children and Faithie had been on the 
roof-porch up to three minutes before. the earthquake; 
if they had started déWn in fright dtting the shaking 
they would certainly have been killed. The heavy 
cupboard fell over with dishes, food, and table linen, 
yet no one was near it at the time; the same with the 
heavy bookcase in Mr. Lange’s office. ; 

Every one on the street greeted everybody else with, 
“Any wouned in your family? Anyone killed?” 
What tense and awful moments and hours they were} 

The ‘Dutch ship “Commewijne” was providentially 
in port that morning, and the captain, sent ashore the 
doctor, medicines, arf@ Bandages, while women pas- 
sengers came to serve as furses. The ship took to 
Caracas eight severely wounded men from the fort, 
at least two dying on the way. 

I got permission to go aboard the ship and senda 
radio to mother, and also wrote her a letter with the 
chief steward. They gave me coffee and sandwiches, 
as I had had nothing that morning and it was then 
noon. 


For five days we ate, slept, and lived out in the 


open square in front of the mission house “in wind, - 


dust, rain, sun. Every family in the whole city. slept 
and lived’ out of doors, though now quite a number 
have go#eé back to living under a roof. Over half the 
population left Cumana for other parts, especially the 
upper class. The United States and other govern- 
ments as well as this government and many groups 
and- individuals sent tents, clothes, food, and other 
supplies, so that the city was quite well taken care 
of, though there is still great need in many parts. It 
is even yet a city of tents and hit-or-miss living, with 
much misery and fear and sorrow. 

That first night a house burned down, causing. much 
more terror and crieg of “The end of the world, the 
end of the world!” “A small tidal wave that ‘morning 


The smell of drugs. from broken - 
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) Lesson for July 14 


broke the ship from its moorings, damaged the: pier, 
and sank several smaller boats, also causing new con- 
sternation on the part of the people. A baby was born 
in the park: five minutes after the quake! 

For days: and even weeks the city was in darkness, 
but now the streets are lighted and the houses that 
were not ruined can have electric lights. I have mine 
in again. ~ 

I passed five delightful weeks in Carupano going 
over in a sailboat with Mrs. Lange (Mr. Lange came 
back and stayed here) five days after the quake. 
There I rested and recuperated as I could from the 
awful shock, but even yet my thinking apparatus has 
not come back to its norm after its severe shaking-up. 
We came back two weeks ago. The work goes on 
as usual, the chapel being fixed. I have my Sunhday- 
school class and a Bible class in a home, besides the 
daily visitation and tract distribution work. I brought 
back from Carupano a companion, Gregoria, who has 
been with various ones of the mission and knows what 
we want. She is a baptized Christian and.a fine 
girl. I am so thankful to have her. My. house was 
not damaged. It is a haven of rest, I can tell you, 
after I pass through this woeful, stricken city. It 
gives.one the horrors to see its ruins. 

Pray much for us here as we work in this desolate 
place with these more than desolate souls, for, oh, 
far worse than the earthquake with all its accom- 
panying horrors is the unspeakable condition of their 
souls without Christ, the Lord and Saviour, 


CuMANA, VENEZUELA, 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questiong for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad te reply _indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth; What do you think ef the short 
skirts worn by our Christian ? I am the mother of 
several boys and girls and have always impressed it on 
them that modesty is a virtue. I do not go to extremes 
either. I make my girls’ dresses one to three inches below 
the knee, according to the age of the girl. My sixteen and 
eighteen-year-old girls think this is all right, and they 
always look. nice, too, but are often slurred for the length 
of. their skirts. I have spoken to several mothers in our 
church, and they do not fuss about it as I do. Am I too 
particular? Even in church you see girls insufficiently 
clad sitting with young men. This_troub'es me not only 
for my girls but for my boys also. Don’t you think mothers 
should see that their girls are modest in this respect?—A 
TROUBLED. MOTHER, ss 

Y DEAR “TROUBLED ONE”: I have much 

sympathy with your letter and your trouble. 
That these things are upon us, and we are helpless to 
do a great deal, I realize. I am, at times, appalled 
with the people who enter into the extremes of the 
day and do not stop,to think of the influence exerted 
by them in the modes they follow. The morals of the 
day are low, and going on the down trend. As one 
man said in one of our pulpits lately, “The morality 
of the day is immorality.” We who love the Lord 
and are therefore in love with purity, righteousness, 
and temperance in all things, feel very keenly the 
styles of the day and the things that are lowering our 


- standards. The most that each of us can do is to 


let every influence that goes from our home and our 
lives be firmly fixed for modesty, purity, and chaste- 
ness. 

We must not expect to be commended for the stand 
we take and for following the walk of the Christian, 
but rather we must expect to be “slurred” and to be 
considered as different from those who have no regard 
for the “more excellent” way. But we can place our 
fingers in our ears, as that one of old did in “Pil- 


.grim’s Progress,” and we do not need to heed the 


comments even though we hear them, but we can run 
on and be glad for the beckoning hand that calls us 


‘to better thinking and a higher plane. It is so easy 


to slip and not to mind the tender pricking of con- 
science. As a mother you must be the leader in the 
home, but may I charge you not to overdo the talking 


about it? Sweetly let your judgment be given and do not 


argue the points, but let the Christ spirit rule, and 
smile away the objections and let the family see your 
stand for all that makes for the good of the soul and 


‘mind. And having taken your stand, just stand there 


and let your attitude settle the matter. The life of the 
Christian is not easy for the young folks today, and 
it means really and truly, “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). To look “up-to-date” 
is of ‘much importance to them, and I am sure it will 
take a great amount of prayer on your part to be able 
to lead them to choose to appear in “modest apparel.” 
But do not be discouraged, for you are looking for- 
ward to the time when “her children arise up, and 
call her blessed” (Prov. 31: 28). ; 
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An Indian name for angry words 











Teaching by Chemistry 


By Ruby Almond 














** You"d-have been nice to Henry Ford, but a rough-neck to anyone else you thought you could browbeat,’’ said 


Mr, Ford to an excited young man whose had 


Addentl, 


ly changed when he learned to whom he was talk- 





ing. The story of this conversation is used to illustrate one of these fine object lessons in the series that will 
continue here. 


That Soft Answer - 


Reguirep: Two tumblers containing a weak starch 
solution made as. clear as possible. (Suspend the starch 
in a little cold water. Add it to boiling water and boil 
vigorously for a minute or two.) To tumbler one add 
a couple of drops of phenolphthalein solution; this should 
remain colorless. A tube containing a /ittle tincture of 
iodine and another with a clear solution of bicarbonate 
of soda. 


IST or THE Messace: Among the wise sayings 

or proverbs of Solomon we find, “A soft an- 
swer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir. 
up anger” (Prov. 15:1). The American Indians say, 
“You can make strong medicine with your mouth.” 
Kind words go on before to pave the way for you. 
Ugly speech spoils your chance of getting anywhere. 
Many folks talk well enough to their superiors or their: 
friends. ~The story is told of a young fellow whose 
car coming to a sudden stop was hit-by a Ford. The 
driver of the Ford told the young man to drive over 


“to the Ford»4actory the next day and the damage 


would be repaired. But the fellow chose to let loose 
his tongue and berate the old man. A crowd gathered 
and then he discovered the old man was Henry Ford 
himself. Immediately he apologized, saying that he 
had not-known to whom he was talking. Mr. Ford 
replied, “I didn’t know you before, but I know you 
now. You've shown me just what kind of fellow 
you are. You'd have been very nice to Henry Ford, 
but a rough-neck to anyone else you thought you could 
browbeat.” “Oh, it is very, very true that you tell 
folks just what you are every time you open your 
mouth. 

When we use strong language’to answer unkind 
words, we stir up a dark cloud 6f anger. (Drop the 
iodine into tumbler two; a deep blue-black color will 
spread through it’) It never pays to use angry words 
even if you are entirely in the right. When a soft 
answer is given, the mists of unkindly thinking are 
tinged as with the glow of a summer sunset sky. 
(Add the bicarbonate to tumbler one; it turns a 
rose-pink. ) 

It is said that there is no barricade like snow. 
“A bullet fired from a distance of fifty yards will not 
penetrate a wall of snow six feet thick; whereas the 
same bullet passes through dense earthworks and shat- 
ters trees when discharged from a much greater dis- 
tance. The trick of the snow is all its own. It greets 
the murderous missile with disarming courtesy, lulls 
it with a caress, kills it with a kiss.” Strangely 
enough, like the fairy flakes of snow, gentle goodness 
will overcome anger, pride, and other evils. (Taken 
from Ter Sunpay ScHooLt Times.) 

If you are one of those folks who always insist on 
getting in the last word, you should read Seton’s tale 
of “The Antler-Bound Bucks.” In the deep woods, 
November is called the Mad Moon. The antlers of 
the deer have then reached perfection and they eagerly 
seek to do battle with each other.“ They rarely kill 
each other by a deadly wound, but often by suddenly 
springing at each other they interlock their antlers. 
There is no release, no hope for them. For many 
days they push each other about, dying slowly of star- 
vation. Their state is pitiful indeed, but not more 
so than that of those who always give “tit” for “tat.” 
As old Si Sylvanne said, “It pays "bout once in a 
hundred times to git mad, but there ain’t any way o’ 
tellin’ beforehand which is the time.” 

If we live close enough to God and if we have the 
mind of Christ, he will keep us from getting “mad.” 


Magnetized 


Reguirrp: A knitting needle, thread, and a small 
magnet. 


INSPIRATION : Suggested by an illustration of Dr, Henry 
Howard's. 


IST or tHE MessaceE: If a steel knitting needle 

is suspended at night parallel to the floor and 
left free to swing, it will be found to point north and 
south by morning. (Hold your needle suspended by 
the thread as an illustration.) The needle is made up 
of millions of very, very tiny iron balls arranged every 
which way. Each tiny iron ball has a north and a 
south pole. Once the needle is free to swing, the in- 
visible magnetic forces that envelop the earth slowly 
line up the balls so that all the south poles point to 
the earth’s north pole and all the north poles of the 
iron to our south pole. This is what we mean by 
magnetized. With this magnet I will do quickly what 


it takes the earth many hours to do. (Stroke the 
needle repeatedly always in the same direction with 
one end of the magnet and continue talking.) 
‘“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also” (Matt. 6:21). You are drawn by an invisible 
force to the things you love. There is not much use 
trying to be good when you are being pulled the other 
way. Magnetism is a wonderfui thing, a great invisi- 
ble power, but the scientist does not know what it 
is. You cannot see it, yet you can watch it at work. 
(Hold the needle suspended free. Let the magnet 
approach one end slowly. The needle will either leap 
to the magnet or move away from it. The other end 
of the needle will behave in the opposite manner 
toward the same end of the magnet. Demonstrate at- 
traction and repulsion.) Affected by this mysterious 
force, the needle rushes to the magnet or flees from 
it; it is attracted or repelled. “Where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also.” We cannot see 
your heart, but we can find your treasure. By what 
you love we know what you are. 

It is so easy to do wrong; is there no power to turn 
us from it gladly? Yes, Jesus Christ is the great mag- 
net of the soul. When you are born again, God gives 
you a new heart that has been magnetized to respond 
to good. He lines you up in the fight against evil. 
When evil with -its subtle influence draws near, you 
flee from it as does this needle. You are repelled by 
sin; you hate it through and through. 

If I am careless with this needle and let it fall or 
leave it where other magnets may affect it, it will 
cease to. be repelled or attracted properly by this 
magnet. When. you refuse to obey the Lord, when 
you stand firm on your two little feet and say “I 
won't” to God, when you listen to the soft, enchant- 
ing voice of evil, and do it time after time, you lose 
the ability to feel the magnetic pull of the Lord Jesus. 
Yet you may still call seervall' a Christian. - Do you 
think you can deceive God? Do you fool the rest of 
us? Ah, no. By the things that attract you, we 
know what sort of Christian you are. 

We have all turned away from God. We would 
escape the wages of wrongdoing, yet fear of penalty 
does not keep us from sinning. Sin tugs at our heart- 
strings and wins us over. If we could only be at- 
tracted to good so that we would never want to wander 
from it! 

That is Christ’s guarantee. He can magnetize us 
and keep us magnetized to him; but there are condi- 
tions he lays down, —three of them. First, the needle 
must be suspended. Our lives cannot be turned around 
by the Lord Jesus unless we are willing. We need to 
yield our wills, our desires, our feelings, all to Christ. 
Any holding back will prevent our being magnetized. 
If we are failing in our Christian life, that is probably 


-where -our trouble lies. Second, the -process takes 


time; not the “now and then” sort of time, but the 
“now and always” kind. Third, the needle must swing 
freely. There are two classes of obstacles: the seen 
and the unseen. Furniture in the way of the swinging 
needle is easily removed; so too the things that ob- 
viously stand between us and God. The hidden danger 
escapes our notice. If our needle is in the field of a 
powerful magnet or near wires carrying electric 
currents, it will be turned toward them and not toward 
the north pole. We must beware of the subtle influ- 
ences about us that would turn us aside from God. 
Anything that leaves us less than completely mag- 
netized spells unhappiness for us. 

When « needle is perfectly magnetized, and kept 
so, it can be used as a compass. You and I should 
be compasses invariably pointing the right way. If 
we point wrong and somebody is going by us, think 
of what that means not only to ourselves but to many 
others. Oh, let us measure up to God’s standard! 
Our lives point somewhere. They either point right 
or else point- wrong; there is nothing in between. 
The Lord wants you and he wants me to be depend~ 
able compasses. When men start out on a great under- 
taking through the air or over unknown seas, they 
choose the best compass; when God has a great task 
to be done he chooses his best compass for the work. 

New York Ciry. 


we. 


“Watch and pray.” If we think to secure ourselves 
by prayer alone without watchfulness, we are sloth- 
ful and tempt God; if by watchfulness without 
prayer, we are proud, and slight God; and either way 
we forfeit His protection—Matthew Henry. 
























































































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


. 
aa 


. JUNE 29, 1929. 





SS EEEIEEEeenaiamene ~ 











oe a 
— nm 


LESSON 2. JULY 14. EZEKIEL TEACHES PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY | 
International Uniform Lesson.—Ezekiel 18 : 1-32; 33 : 1-20 : | 
Golden Text.—Each one of us shall give account of himself to God.—Rom. 14: 12 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 

Foreword i 
Christian, seek not yet repose; 

Hear thy gracious Saviour say, 
“Thou art in the midst of foes; 

Watch and, pray. —Charlotte Elliot. 
Verse by Verse 

Ezekiel 33:7.—I have set thee a watchman. Eze- 
kiel’s duties and responstbilities did not cease because 
Jerusaiem had fallen, Rather the fall of Jerusalem 
was tne renewal of his commission. 


Verse 8—When I say unto the wicked. Wicked 
is literally lawless. Observe the personal applications 
of God’s word to individuals in this present chapter. 
Nearly all the verbs and pronouns are in the singular 
number. Jerusalem had now been destroyed. All the 
spiritual helps that God had intended to supply by 
means of the public Temple services, its festivals and 


sacrifices, were now at an end. Each soul therefore . 


was thrown upon its own spiritual resources. Such 
resources could only be derived from personal com- 
munion with God. Accordingly Ezekiel is bidden to 
press upon each man’s conscience a sense of his own 
personal responsibility. ‘It was by this deepening 
work within the individual heart that a man would 
be brought into closer touch with God. Hitherto the 
message of the Old Testament had been largely, if 
not predominantly, national. ‘Henceforth it was to. be 
more and more individual. The present section marks 
the beginning of the transition from the Old Testa- 


ment to the New Testament aspect of God's message | 


to humanity. This is not to say, of course, that there 
are not any individual elements’ in the message prior 


to this. The Psalms, for example, are full of such. - 


Nor that there are not even in the New Testament im- 
portant national messages to Israel. The message 
of John the Baptist and the third chapter of the 
Acts are instances’ of this. But mainly the Old Testa- 
ment outlook is national, while the New Testament. is 
indiyidual. And the present chapter forms a solemn 
transitional section between the two. 


Any dissolutions of national establishments of re- | 


ligion are great national calamities. Such calamities 
are ‘tests of private steadfastness, and as such they 
frequently minister to the growtlr of personal re- 
ligion. We may find a modern parallel to the pro- 
cesses of Ezekiel’s time in what is happening in Russia 
today. 


fniquity. The Hebrew word, like its English trans- — 


lation, means something that is tortuous or twisted. 

Verse 10.—Thus ye speak. You rightly put this 
question and I will answer it. The words of com- 
fort are not introduced by rebuke, but by a recognition 
of the reasonableness of the inquiry. We pine away. 
This is a distinct reference to the Pentateuch (Lev. 
26; 39). 

Verse 11.—I have no pleasure. God’s pleasure is 
not in the death of a wicked man but in his turning 
from his wickedness. Here is a declaration of God’s 
desire that all men should be saved. It is thus an 
anticipation of the evangelical promise made through 
Christ (cf. John 3: 16; 
Tit. ‘ac 12s 2: Pet. $:8); 

Yet it is to be noted that not even God’s strong de- 
sire to have men saved is in itself salvation. The man’s 
own will must also consent. God’s desire is so strong 
that he even gave up his own beloved Son to die in 
order that his creatures’ salvation might be accom- 
plished. Yet man also must will on his part... We 
are here, as so constantly is the case, brought up 
against the profound mystery of the relationship be- 
tween God’s sovereignty and man’s free will. We 
must. not waste time over an insoluble’ intellectual. diffi- 
culty. ~But we-should observe that: in the heart of 


this solemn chapter about man’s ‘personal responsibility | 


comes this declaration of the Father’s love, and that 


so far as man is concerned he can accept God’s mercy © 


if he-chooses. The difficulty is an insoluble one con- 
sidered from the standpoint of intellectual consis- 
tency. But it is not impossible in practice. 


Turn ye. Note the solemn and even pathetic effect 


of the repetition of the phrase. 

Verse 14.—Thou shalt surely die. All God’s threat- 
enings are to be so understood that they are by no 
means irrevocable (cf. Gen. 20:3; Jonah 3: 10). 

A Lesson Outline 

1.. Responsibility 

2. Repentance 

3. Reality 


Rom. 8:32; 1 Tim. 2: 4-6; — 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 125. 
Primary Topic: Ezexiel’s Message of Warning. 
Lesson Material; Ezekiel 18: 1-32; 33 : 1<20. 
Memory Yerse : Each one of us shal) give account of himself 
j 4 God (Rom. 14: 12). “tw 
junior ic: I's Message arning. 
Lesson Material : Ezekiel 18:.1-32; 33: 12. 
Memory Verse: Romans 14: 22. 


ppc nd Sapies Topics Does God Take Note of My Life ? 
7 for Young People and Adults: Individual Accountability 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
33 27-1 

7 So thou, son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel; therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. 8 When I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and thou 
dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way; that 
wicked man shail die 1 in his iniquity, but his blood will I 
require at thy hand. 9% Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it, and he turn not from 
his way;-he snall die 1in his iniquity, but thou hast de- 
livered thy soul. : 

10 And thou, son of man, say unto the house of Israel: 
Thus ye speak, saying, ? Our transgressions and our sins 
are upon us, and we pine away ‘in them; how then can we 
live? 11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, 
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye 


from your evil ‘ways; for why will ye die, O house of Is- - 


rael? 123 And thou, son of man, say unto the children of 
thy people, The righteousness of the righteous shal] not 
deliver him in the day of his transgression; and- as for the 
wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the 
day that he turneth from his. wickedness; neither shall he 
that is righteous be able to live thereby in the day that he 
sinneth. 13 When I say to the righteous, that he shall 
surely live; if he trust to his righteousness, and commit 
iniquity; none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered 
but in his iniquity that he hath committed, * therein shall 
he die, 14 Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is 
lawful and right; 15 if the wicked restore the pledge, 
again that which he had taken by robbery, walk in the 
statutes of life, committing no iniquity; he shall-surely 
live, he shalk not die. 16 None of his sins that he hath 
committed shall be remembered against him: he hath done 
that which is lawful and right; he shall surely live. 
Prt for. *Or, truly our transgressions, &c. Or, 
‘or it, 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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Golden Topics 


1. Before the fall of Jerusalem the exiles were full 
of self-complacency. After that tragedy had taken 
place they were filled with despair. Before that event 
they were sure they were the Lord’s people, and that 
therefore no irremediable harm could befall them. They 
had looked down with. scorn as well as with haired 
upon their heathen surroundings. Now, however, the 
impossible had happened. Heathenism had been vic- 
torious. Jehovah was discredited. The religion of 
Jehovah was obliterated, for the center of it was gone. 





The Watchman 
By Amos R. Wells 


| gages was a watchman upon the walls of 
life. He knew the lurking enemies, he saw 
the coming strife. He spied the waiting ambush, 
the secret camp he spi¢d, the sudden gleam of dis- 
tant spears he instantly descried. ‘The city he was 
serving was very weak and small. The foemen 
were exulting beneath their banners tall. The foe- 
men were exulting and Satan led them on, Death 
riding close beside him, agrinning skeleton. Ezekiel 
was a watchman, and ceaseless was his cry: ‘* Take 
heed, O-men my brothers, take heed or you will 
die. - G turn ye, turn, my brothers, from all--your 
wicked way; why perish ye, my people, in this 
the evil day?’” Ezekiel was a watchman, and well 
his watch he kept, alert while others rested, awake 
while others slept; for life was in his keeping and 
souls were in his hand, and for Jehovah’s love and 
law he took his lonely stand. The people would 
not hear him, they turned away the head, by in- 
fidels persuaded, by scoff‘rs ruled and led. ‘The 
people would not hear hinn, but never faltered he; 
his work to lift the warning, his task to make the 
plea. By this the Lord would judge him, by this 
criterion sole, and so the watchman shouted, deliv- 
ering his soul; and so the Lord will judge us, in 
this the latest day: ‘tis ours to hear the watchman, 
and, hearing, to obey. 











And the people of Jehovah were a helpless prey to the 
worshipers of idols. 


2. This mood of pessimism expressed itself in two 
ways. First of all they went by a natural rebound 
from one extreme to the other, and regarded them- 
selves now as pining away under a cloud of unfor- 
given sin (v. 10). This condition of heart evokes as 
answer from God the gracious message that forms 
the bulk of our lesson. 


3. The second mood into which their pessimism 
hurried them was the more ignoble one of accusing 
God of inconsistency (v. 20). This comes outside 
our lesson for today, but the teacher should note it. 

4. The main theme upon which the teacher will de- 
sire to concentrate today will be that of personal re- 
sponsibility. It is reality of character and life for 
which Ezekiel is pleading with these fellow exiles of 
his. The danger is that they might be led to rest 
upon some past transaction with God, and to regard 
themselves therefore as being absolved from the neces- 
sity of watchfulness in the present.. Note specially 
verse 13, “If he trust to his righteousness.” This. is 
a peril that confronts especially those who are what 


‘may be termed naturally rather good. And for those 


who may have a real knowledge of and love.for the 
Lord Jesus there is danger of priggishness and con- 
ceit—-the same kind of spirit that afterward among 
the Jews. hardened into Pharisaism. The Christian 
life is like riding a bicycle. The one thing you cannot 
do-is to stand still. Or, as has been put in more formal 
language, progress is the condition of permanence. 


The Practical Aim 
To bring the pupils to true repentance. 
Final Word 


Sinners, turn; why will ye die? 

God, your Maker, asks you why ; 

God, who did your being give, 

Made you with Himself to live; 

He the fatal cause demands, 

Asks the-work of His own hands: 

Why, ye thankless creatures, why 

Will ye cross His love, and die? 

—Charles Westey. 
Tunsrince WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and seareh- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor. 
Elfis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
“tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT was Ezekiel’s manner of delivering his proph- 
ecies (contrasted with that of Jeremiah, for in- 
stance) ? 

2. How. were his messages received by. those first 
hearers? 

3. What was the final result of his prophesying to his 
hearers? 

4. What was Ezekiel’s age during the time of his 
prophesying ? 

5. What special class sought guidance from him? 

6. Can you suggest other Old Testament indications 
pel ge places upon men personal responsibility? (Per- 
sonal. ; 

7. Are we likely to find more emphasis upon personal 
responsibility in the Old Testament or in the New? Why? 

8. Why would the “whosoever” texts, wherever found, 
have a bearing on the theme that Ezekiel was stressing 
in these chapters? 

9. What do you: regard as the first Biblical emphasis 
upon personal. responsibility? (Personal.) ~ 

10. In what citadel does a Christian most need to keep 
a faithful watch? ~ site. : 

11. To what extent is every Christian responsible for 
the inroads of every moral evil in his community? 

12, What is “blood ‘upon the head” ? 

13. Where in the Bible do we have very. definite in- 


structions about warning and helping others to escape... 


evil ? 





Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Little “Jetts ‘are now also: available in -Christian 
Youth, thei new paper;for teen age young folks. Why 
not share -them: vith -your »whole class? Get Ace 
quainted subscriptions each To cents for 10. weeks. 








Lesson for July 34. 


This Week's Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CORRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 





FTER a careful reading of the two chapters of 
A Ezekiel which. are set for our lesson there can be 
no doubt that the prophet was teaching with the 
strongest possible emphasis .the doctrine of® personal 
responsibility. It was a truth perhaps more difficult 
fora people who. were accustomed to God’s dealings 
with them as a)nation than it may be for us, But it 
isa truth. none the less needed by us in emphatic 


teaching, for it is to be feared that not all would 


regard this as the greatest thought they had ever 
had, as Daniel Webster is said to have done. But 
certainly, as is indicated by the selection of the Golden 
Text, it is to be expected that in the New Testament 
we shall find much stronger emphasis upon the fact 
of our personal. and individual responsibility to God. 
Let the class contribute the result of their own knowl- 
edge or research upon the theme. Let them, for in- 
stance, make a study of the “whosoever” texts, some 
of which without prompting they can readily quote. 
A reference to. the number of them that can be found 


. inthe. Old Testament also will re-enforce the fact 


that even there it was not through Ezekiel alone that 
the Lord was endeavoring to enforce this truth, which 
need in-no sense: negative the fact of group and na- 
“tional responsibility also. — 

The Golden Text, suggests another field of study for 
us, namely, the ‘references to coming judgment in 


which clearly it may be indicated that each man. must 
. give account of himself to God. Is the Golden Text 
_ of general or special application? Are there indica- 


tions that each soul out of Christ will be judged, and 


_ that Christians will be individually judged, and if so, 
on what ground, since Christ has died for them? Do’ 


not neglect again the Old Testament testimony here, 
as in Ecclesiastes 11:9. In the realm of personal in- 
fluence; again, the lesson will be found to have large 
implications in the. teaching. of beth Old and New 
Téstament. 

HuntTrInopon, Pa, 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
_ By. William H. Ridgway 


How -to Conquer.—His blood will I require at thy 
hand..(v. 8). “Am I my brother’s keeper?” was the 
first: question ever. asked by a. man caught in a- bad 
scrape. And here away over in the Book far from the 
fourth chapterof Genesis is one of the. answers to 
that question. I am_here in Chicago at the beautiful 
Edgewater Beach Hotel attending a meeting of the 
National Council of the: Y. M. C. A. And just this 
very thing is: the reason for this great brotherhood 
which is out for the conserving of men and boys. Woe 
unto us if we do not go out and gaiher them in and 
show. them that there: #s something better than card- 
playing in back rooms, and the atmosphefe of the pool 
room, and the cheapness of the dance hall. Here in 
Coatesville some of the best men in our churches were 
fellows who were gathered into the Y. M. C. A. 
Here in this big hotel is a wonderful great fireplace 
in the middle of the parlor and open on four sides. 
Here:is what is cast on a bronze plate: on the- front 
of it: 

Hail guest! We know not who thou art. 

If friend, we greet thee hand and heart; 

If stranger, such no longer be; 

If enemy, our cheer will conquer thee: 
—H. J. Larson. 


Note that last line, “Our cheer will conquer thee.” 
Just change that to “Our faith will conquer thee,” 
and you will catch the real spirit of genuine Chris- 
tianity.».As Henry W. Grady said to the Y. M. C. A. 
men at their convention in Atlanta, “You fellows have 
something I have not. Tell me how to get it.” “Ridg- 
way, said the ex-tavern keeper, “do you really have 
as much fun in religion as you let on to have?” This 
points one way for you to get your brothers’: blood. 
Let. your “faith” conquer your “enemy.” 


“Dead Ones.”—Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die? (v. 11.) “Ezekiels” have 
been shouting this-all down the centuries. Men, and 
especially young men, are so fooled by Satan that they 
are continually courting death. Not just the death 
that ends in the cold, cold ground or crematory, but 
that other “death” that lands a man high and. dry 
and jobless. We are told that when a man is in 
touch with all his environment he is “alive.” The 
store or office or mill or study is the environment of 
most of us. Unless we are in touch with this en- 
vironment, doctor with his medicine, lawyer_ with his 
law, preacher. with his theology, executive with his 
business, employee with his job, we get a name. We 
are called the “dead one.” To be sure, this isnot the 
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death Ezekiel is--warning against, but it so happens 
that the same principle underlies them both. For 


. twenty-two. years here in this. Corner, and outside of 


it, like Ezekiel, I have been calling to men, and espe- 
cially young men, “Turn ye, turn ye”; why will ye 
“die” to the places in life you now occupy or may 
occupy? The. successful business or professional man 
is called, in the words of the street, “a live one.” (See 
Prov. 22:29.) I am sitting in Dr. Timothy Stone’s 
church a little early for the service. We are stay- 
ing at the Blackstone Hotel. The Blackstone and 
The Drake are two of the finest hotels in this great 
and © beautiful city — getting more beautiful all the 
time. One of the ushers in this lovely church, show- 
ing people to their seats, is Mr. Drake, the owner 
of these splendid hotels. In this church one of, the 
elders is Mr. Henry Crowell, head of the Quaker 
Oats Company. The church was packed to the doors. 
Dr. Stone preaches nothing but the “old-time religion.” 
He used to be on the staff of the Times. The crowd 
comes to hear the Good News. Many of the leading 
business and professional men are in this great con- 
gregation this morning. They will not be out at 
the football match this afternoon—if you get just 
what I mean (Isa. 58:13, 14). 


The Only Way.—The wicked... shall not fall 
thereby in the day that he turneth from his wicked- 
ness (v. 12). As can well be imagined after all the 
years in this Corner of so widely circulated a religious 
journal as the Times, I get all sorts of letters from 
all the different kinds of people there are in the: world 
asking. for: every variety of advice. When “Mother 


- Ruth” or “The Editor” fails to point them out of 


trouble, like the rest of the “children” they come ‘troop- 
ing to their “Uncle Billy.” But there is only one sort 
to whom I am dead sure to give the absolute, unques- 


-tion@d, certain; and perfect counsel. These~ are- they 


with whom Satan has made “a mess of things” and 
who find themselves friendtess, moneyless; and’ thrown 
into: the world’s “hell-box” marked “Wicked.” (The 


‘hell-box is the printer’s name for the receptacle: into 


which goes the office: junk.) The advice: I give: is: 
found. in the New. Testament, such as John 3: 14-16, 
and all the-others. I could give them just as well the 


‘text of this note, except that Ezekiel is not so well 


known. “The wicked” will get out of the hell-box 
“in the day that he-turneth from his wickedness.” But 
you see the trouble is “The Wicked” can no more ‘turn 
from his wickedness on his own pqwer: than he can 
turn himself around by grabbing hold of his own coat 
tails— or, to use the: one, “lift himself by his boot 
“raps.” Paul was orie of the brainiest men who ever 
lived,.a masterly man from every point of view, one 
of the ablest men of his time,—a man who: has im- 
pressed the world.as no other; for twenty . centuries. 
Yet Paul of himself was as helpless as the: most 
wretched and miserable wreck of humanity that ever 
floated into a Rescue Mission. Hear Paul as he cried, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me?” 
There: was only the one answer, my answer, your an- 
swer, “Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7: 24, 25). Just 
as I close this note, here in my mail is a letter from 
a man of education and culture, judging from his 
writing, who says he has passed for a good man but 
has lived a double life. He has not only made a wreck 
of his own life, but has done the same for others. 
“T have reached middle life and am godless and miser- 
able. Is there any way for me‘to come back?” What 
shall I tell him? There is only the one thing. “None 
other name” (Acts 4:12). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


Have you discovered the help that Christian Youth 


_can bring to your class? It is the new lesson paper 


for teen age young people, and you ray try it for 10 
weeks at 10 cents a subscription. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 
the year may be-had from The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. : 
1. July -7.—The Story: of Ezekiel, Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 
2:1 to 3:27; 821-4; 11 322-25; 24: 18-24; 33-3 30-33 
2. July 14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 
ee ‘ Ezek. 18 : 1-32; 33: 1-20 
3. July 21.—Ezekiel’s: Vision of Hope ....... Ezek. 47: 1-12 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1: 1-21; 
2313-19; 4:19; 7 +28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12:9 
5. August 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Dan, 5: 1-31 
6. August 11.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6: 1-28 
7- August 18—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14;. Ezra 1:1-11; Psa. 126: 1-6 
8 August 25.~-Rebuilding the Temple. 
Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa, 84: 1-12. 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 
1o. September 8—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of 
NMI Seed Vic ses cd ookactbney Neh.. 2:1 to 7:4 
11, September 15,—Teaching the Law of God ..Neh, 8: 1-18 
12, September 22.—Malachi Foretells-a New Day 
Mal. 1:1 to 4:6 
13. September 29.—Review: Significance of the Exile 
and the Restoration, 
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' The Mustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send ‘illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list ot lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. : 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date ‘of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of ~ Bry text indicated in the lesson list after the 
werd “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
cpodely desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


* A Dog’s Standard of Duty.—/ have set thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel (v. 7). Over a 
Los Angeles radio the following story was recently 
told, and it should help each of us to be faithful to 
our duty. A boy was in the habit of going to the 
fields with his father as he did the work. The dog 
always went, too, and no doubt they had some great 
romps in the new mown hay and great fun in digging 
out ‘the woodchucks. One day the boy hung his coat 
on a tree; and when he went to the house he left it 
there, That night the dog did not come home. The 
whole family hunted everywhere for him, but he was 
gone. Of course, they felt very, very bad. This hap- 
pened on Friday, and the: boy did not return to the 
field for his coat until Monday. When he drew near 


the: tree; can you imagine his surprise to see there - 


his dog? That dog felt it his duty to guard his little 
master’s coat, and in order to be faithful he was will- 
ing. to go: without food for three days. No one told 
him to stay there: He just did what he felt was his 
duty—From. The. Junior. King’s Business. Sent by 
J. A: Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 

Could You Teach Anselmo?—Therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me 
(v. 7). On one -of my trips to Guatemala, Mr. 
Burgess asked me whether I would give a few Indian 


men. special lessons in soul-winning. Just imagine - 


trying. to teach this man when you. know the story. 
Anselmo was sitting on the fourth seat back. While 
speaking I turned: to this old man and. said, ‘Tell me, 
Anselmo, how many have you led.to Jesus this year?” 


(This: was about the twelfth-of February.) The old - 


man’s face fell; He-said, “Ah, Senor, very few.” I 
said, “Tell me, how many?”~ He said, “There are 
not more than thirty, Senor.” Early in July of that 
year I received a letter from the old man, and it con- 
tained a list of 144 whom he had led to Jesus before 
the first of July. That would be: a. life work for 
most ‘Christians in America——From Christ Life. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. Prize illustration. 


Helping the Physician.—/ have set thee a watchman 
(v. 7). A physician has told. that the proudest mo- 
ment of his life was when, through the. failure of an 
assistant, he was asked by a great surgeon to help 
in his work. He helped to save a life. Spurgeon, 
in telling. the story, says, “I realized that God could 
save the world without me, but when he told me that 
I might help him, I praised him for the privilege and 
the honor.”—Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Do We Really Believe in the Danger ?—Give them 
warning from me (v. 7). -Dr. John McNeill said to 
a group of ministers, that he once came upon a 
drunken man fast asleep between the railway tracks, 
and the midnight express almost due. He said to 
the ministers, “What would you have done?” It did 
not take long to think. One said, “Man, I would get 
him off the track. I would not be mild in dealing with 
him. I would not invite him to get himself off. I 
would be rough, and. seize him, and by main strength 
I would drag him off, though I dropped exhausted by 
his side.” “And,” said the preacher, “that is the state 
of every unsaved soul -—asleep between the tracks, and 
God’s judgment express almost due.”—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The Useless Flag.—Give them warning from me 
(v. 7). Two cars of an excursion train from King- 
ston, N. C., plunged into an open draw -on the Eliza- 
beth River, and eighteen of the passengers were 
drowned or!killed. The mystery: ofthe accident was 
increased by the assertion of~the signal man ‘that he 
had displayed his red flag in time for the engineer 
to stop the train before entering the open draw. Other 
employees corroborated his assertion. The engineer 
contended that it was a white flag that was shown, and 
he took it as a signal that the road was clear. The 
flag was produced, and the mystery solved. It had 
become faded, and might in the distance have been 
mistaken for a white flag. Many a Christian has 
become like a faded flag that fails to convey God’s 
message of warning to imperiled men. Oh, the wrecks 
of souls that have resulted from the unfaithfulness of 
those whose religion is a faded flag.—From The Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 

Are Prize Cows More Valuable ?—/f thou dost not 
speak to warn the wicked from his way, ... his blood 
will I require at thine hand. (v..8). A convert ofthe 
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Sunday meetings in Scranton remarked: 
“On my farm I raise blooded stock, and 
there was not a person for miles around 
who would not have gone to great lengths 
to warn me had one of my prize cows got 
on the railroad track; yet for twenty-five 
years never a man spoke a word to me 
about my own spiritual welfare.”—From 
The King’s Business. Sent by O. M. 
Kraybill, Altoona, Pa. 


Which Do I Love Most ?—Each one of 
us shall give account of himself to God 
(Golden Text). Suppose some one were 
to offer me a thousand dollars for every 
soul that I might earnestly try to win for 
Christ, would I endeavor to lead any 
more souls to him than I am endeavoring 
to do now? Is it possible that I would 
attempt to do for money, even at the risk 
of blunders or ridicule, what I hesitate 
or shrink from doing now in obedience 
to God’s command? Is my love of money 
stronger than my love of or of souls? 
—From a pamphlet, “Suppose,” from 
The Great Commission Prayer League. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost teach us the 
responsibility that we have before thee. Thou 
hast made plain in thy Word that we are 
to come to thee for forgiveness, for guidance, 
for strength. May we realize that we are 
not commended for the righteousness that 
others may have, or measured by their re- 
lationship to thee. Help us to understand 
day by day that thou art holding us account- 
able for that. which we do ourselves. May 
we learn the great blessing of moment by 
moment fellowship with thyself through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We ask this in his 
saving name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you keep ac- 
counts? Yes, a good many of us do. Of 
course, most of us mean by that, keeping 
account of the money we take in and spend. 
But there is a bigger accounting than 
that. How would your day and mine 





IN GOD’S SIGHT 
MY LIFE-ACCOUNT 
SHOWS WHAT? 











measure up if we could jot down the 
thoughts, the deeds, the hopes, and the 
fears of the. day? When night comes 
on. could we go to our heavenly Father 
rejoicing in the fact that we could show 
that account to him, or would we go 
somewhat ashamed? Well, there isn’t 
much to be proud of in the daily account 
of any of us. But, this is certain, — we 
cannot show to our heavenly Father some 
one else’s account, but it must be our 
own which we bring to him. We are 
responsible to him ourselves. But listen 
a moment! We have a responsibility for 
telling others about him concerning which 
he will want to look at our account. Have 
we helped anybody today to know about 
the Lord Jesus? Have we led anybody 
to him who might not have known about 
him otherwise? As we run down the list 
of the doings of the day, how often are 
we able to set down an item like that? 
May God help us to be more faithful in 
telling others about him.. Let us pray: 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


For Primary Teachers | 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Ezekiel 18: 1-32; 33: 7-16, and 

give the class the story from each 
passage. Both are messages God gave 
Ezekiel for the people of the captivity. 
These people had been saying, “The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge.” They 
meant that the people who were in cap- 
tivity were suffering because their fathers 
had sinned. But the Lord sent a message 
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captivity they could live lives that would 
please-hith, and that he would be sure to 
see and reward anyone who tried to keep 
his law. “He said that if a.righteous man 
should have a very wicked son, the father 
should not die for the sins of: his son. 
And if a very wicked father should have 
a son who tried to keep God’s law, this 
son should live and not die for his father’s 
sins, The Lord so much wanted the peo- 
ple to know that he loved them, and that 
he had-no pleasure at all in their punish- 
ment, 

In the second passage, Ezekiel 33: 7-16, 
the Lord says he has made Ezekiel a 
watchman to the house of Israel.. Ex- 
plain the duties of a watchman. The 
police force and other officers ‘are the 
watchmen for our modern cities. But in 
Ezekiel’s. day, all the larger cities had 
high, thick walls, and in the time of war 
the enemy. might come at any time with 
a great army and try to batter down the 
walls and get into the city. So the people 
built high towers at different places on 
the walls, and watchmen sat in these 
towers so they « ould see long distances. 
If they saw the enemy’s army marching 
along the highway or across the plain, 
their duty was to blow the trumpet, so 
that the people might defend their city. 
We see that the watchman was respon- 
sible for the safety of the city. 

But the Lord said that Ezekiel was a 
watchman to the whole house of Israel. 
He did not have a strong brick tower 
in which to sit and watch for the enemy’s 
army. For their beloved Jerusalem and 
all the rest of their cities had been broken 
up and the people were scattered as cap- 
tives. Still there. were dangers of the 
very worst kind, and Ezekiel was the 
watchman who was to look out and warn 
the people of their real enemies — their 
sins. For we have seen that it was sin 
that had caused all their trouble. The 
Lord said to Ezekiel, “Thou shalt hear 
the word at my mouth, and warn them 
from me.” And if Ezekiel should see a 
man doing wrong, and not warn him, if 
this man went on in his wicked way 
and died in his’ sins, the Lord said he 
would require the blood of the wicked 
man at Ezekiel’s hands. That is, he 
would hold the watchman responsible for 
the life of the person he failed to warn. 

Some of the people had been saying, “If 
our transgressions and our sins be upon 
us, and we pine away in them, how 
should we then live?” So the Lord told 
Ezekiel to tell them that he had no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked, and only 
wished that all his sinning people would 





turn away from their sins and live. Then 
the Lord calls ‘so tenderly that we can 
almost see his tears, “Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways; for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel?” 

Close the lesson with an intimate talk 
about sin which brings its own punish- 
ment — death. Tell the children that Eze- 
kiel and the captives were fiving under 
the law, which the people found so hard 
to keep. But the Lord Jesus has come, 
and kept the law perfectly, and if we 
turn from our sin and believe in him, God 
will forgive our sins and save us. And 
perhaps he will let us show some one else 
the danger of living in sin, and help him 
or her to see the beautiful way that leads 
Home. 

Read and explain to the class Charles 
Wesley’s old hymn, “Sinners, Turn; Why 
Will Ye Die?” | 

Curnton, S. C. 


. Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Watch! 
Discussion: Name the enemies a fel- 
low has to gtfard against or watch. 
Objective: Keeping awake for Christ’s 
sake and mine, 
* 


AY, fellows, ever heard-this? “Sing 
a song of sixpence, pocket full of 
rye, four and twenty blackbirds baked in 
a pie.” Yes, away back in the nursery 
days you heard it; but say, how did they 
get those blackbirds? Hardest things of 
all to get within gunshot;sand the ex- 
planation is the “watchman.” Whenever 
a drove of blackbirds settles down to 
feed, one stops in a near-by tree to watch. 
In less than two minutes another bird 
from the drove will flyup into the tree 
and relieve the watchman so he can drop 
down and take a bite; then another and 
anottier will come up to take his turn 
watching. But always there is the watch- 
man, easeless vigil. You just try to 
creep up on the drove. Long before you 
have gotten within range, the watchman 
gives the signal, and away moves the 
drove like a black cloud. I have tried 
many times and in many ways to slip up 
on those feeders, but always I failed — 
because of that faithful watchman. 














Ezekiel is trying, in this thirty-third 
chapter, to impress us with the para- 








to show these people that he had a special 
thought for each person. . You see, the 


Lerd wanted them to know that even in: 
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mount importance of watching. 
much in the Bible about watching. It 
seems to be one of the prominenr thémes 
of Scripture. The Lord*Jesus frequently 
made it a dominent note in his teachings. 
“If the goodman of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would come) he 
would have watched, and would not have 
suffered his house to be broken up. 
Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh” (Matt. 24:43, 44). _ “Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh” (Matt. 25: 13). 

Fellows, nobody ever got anywhere 
without watching. It is one of the’ five 
points of successful warfare. You may 
be skilled in all the arts, you may’ be 


take your eye off the enemy’s approach 

you invite disaster. - Peter says in 
his letter: - “Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may. devour” (r Pet. 5:8). I have 
noticed, in driving a car, that if I lift 
my eye for only an instant from the road 
there is an immediate divergence of the 
front wheels from the trail: 

There’s a lot more to be said about 
watching than I have space here even to 
suggest, for there are a thousand enemies 
on every side, day and night, lynx-eyed, 
awaiting. an unguarded opening for at- 
tack to defeat you.. A fellow’s thinking, 


‘for instance. If he is not on his guard 


the Devil will slip in with impure :pic- 
tures and hang them on the walls of his 
mind. ‘How important is one’s thinking |! 
“As he thinketh . .. so is he” (Prov. 
23:7). You cannot .think unclean 
thoughts and be a clean man. 

Watch your habits. A fellow forms 
habits unconscious#y; and those so fornied 
are rarely good habits; they are mostly 
bad. A fellow must be continually’ on 
guard if he would form wholesome habits. 

Watch your faith. Feed it on those 
things that keep it strong and make it 
grow — God’s Word and prayer. Other- 
wise, doubts will creep,in. Satan has or- 
ganizéd a widespread ‘assault on the faith 
of believers. Strange to say, he has be- 
guiled and enlisted even some who call 
themselves Christians to aid him in un- 
dermining faith in the integrity of God’s 
own Word. If he can succeed in sowing 
doubts in your heart about God’s Word, 
he knows the whole structure will tumble, 
for that is the only Authority a true 


Christian recognizes. So guard your faith - 


at all hazards, though~smart ones may 
smile at you. Let them smile. You 
watch. 
Watch for the coming of Christ. For 
he is coming. He has declared it, and he 
says that no man—no, nor even :the 
angels — knows when; ‘but he is. coniing, 
and he has distinctly told us to watch. 
David said, “My soul waiteth for ,'the 
Lord more than they that watch for the 
morning.” “Watch ye therefore,” said 
Christ, “for ye know not when the nias- 
ter of the house cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning: lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping.. And what I say unto you 
I say unto all, Watch” (Mark 13: 35-37). 
GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. God in my life. : 
2. God’s message through my life. 


OUISE had often noticed a certain 

Aittle book of devotions in her mother’s 
hands, and once found it lying open at 
these verses: 


Among so many can He care? 

Can special love be everywhere? 
A myriad homes —a myriad ways — 
And God’s eye over every place? 

I asked; my soul bethought of this: 
In just that very place of His 
Where He hath put and keepeth you 
God hath no other thing to do. 


How, many a puzzling problem of God’s 
pecgonal care over her own life those 





(Continued on page 3766) 


I , find. 


smart, and you may be swift; but once. 
































Lesson for July 14 
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_ Will you help in giving the Word to the people of Mexico and 
Latin America? Or will you, like the priest and Levite of old, 
“pass by on the other side’’? 


VOLUNTEER MEXICAN SOLDIERS 


A TELEGRAM ‘FROM: MEXICO 
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“MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGN 


NEW ERA DAWNING IN MEXICO: STOP SOUND OF ABUNDANCE OF: RAIN STOP IMPLORE 
CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE: PRAY- DAILY. EARNESTLY FERVENTLY ALONE AND. IN 
GROUPS FOR GREAT OUTPOURING GODS SPIRIT STOP. PEOPLE WANT THE: TRUTH 
STOP THEY GLADLY WELCOME WORD OF GOD STOP PLANS LAID FOR NATIONWIDE 
DISTRIBUTION NEW TESTAMENTS SOON AS FUNDS AVAILABLE: STOP ACTS 
NINETEEN TWENTY ° ' 


phia, Pa. 
MEXICOCITY MAY 17 1929: 


1505 RACE ST PHILADELPHIA’ PENN 


GEORGE T B DAVIS: 








Will previde Testaments for the in Mexico pe 
aun -Ladier Aanasion so. that multitudes. them may , 
become true soldiers of the Crose? 


The telegram sent from Mexice City by Mr. Davie, beseeching believers. 


to pray for revival in Mexico, and te give them the Werd of Ged 


- A LETTER TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES READERS 


DEAR: FRIENDS: 

The Lord has touched the hearts-of His children so that in less 
than six months over 8,000 donations have been received. These gifts 
will provide for nearly 400;000 Testaments. Our hearts are full of 
gratitude and praise to God for this signal token of his favor and blessing, 


But the. needs are pressing. ‘The opportunities are wonderful, . The 
time is short. Missionaries:and pastors afe eagerly and joyously appeal- . 
ing for the Testaments. Only two days ago a request was received for . 
at least 20,000 Testaments for the soldiers and sailors-of one of the 


South American republics: The Lord has so marvelously answered 


prayer that they are given to the men with the permission of the 
authorities, 


- In a letter: received from Mr. Davis from Mexico City, he:says : 
“The hearts of the people of Mexico are wonderfully open and: recep- 
tive to the Word,. and. the Gospel. One of the clerks in the hotel where 
I am staying. gladly’ received a New Testament and agreed to’read it 


daily. When I asked him whether he was saved; he told me that he 
had been brought up in the Catholic Church, but now he was nothing. 
‘And,’ Ke. added, ‘there are a million young men in Mexico today just 
like myself,’ 

“Last night I attended a meeting in one of the: largest evangelical ’ 
churches in the city. When I told them of a million Testaments cam- 
paign, they were greatly delighted. The pastor and people are eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of the Books, so they can use them to lead souls 
into the. Light.” 

Thanking. you-in advance for your further help, and beseeching you 
to pray daily that a great, revival may sweep over these lands. 


Yours cordially in Him,,. | 


‘TREASURER, 


We implore the readers of the Times, who are. intercéssors, to’eet apart a definite 


time daily to 


lead for revival,and for the spread of the Word, in Latin America. 


Please pray also for Mr. George T. B. Davis, as he arranges for the production and 
distribution of the Testaments in co-operation with the Bible Societies, and the 
rd — missionaries and pastors in Latin America. 7 


This coupen is for. your 
convenience in sending-a 
remittance, and in order- 
ing supplies to interest 
others in the work. 
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on to others. 


z ' 
PETER STAM, JR., Treasurer : S. 8. T. a 
Million Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. . 

Dear. Mr. Stam: ' 

Baclosed find.:,:x..dollars for ‘the distributieh of New Testaments ,; 

jn Latin America. . 
NAME .r.isscrcerscccccecccccccceccceseveccevccscccsscseeseceesscnseescocwnssevcscoccessosocescsecesees : 
: 

AMA VUAS 5 ioacins bad epee Wate a ti thatsiesasecstesses ‘saena pe spadeadbontaeasaah>epikes go creeeeseeeeens a 
Please send me......... illustrated sheets and Prayer Cards to pass . 
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Summer Workers Wanted! 


School teachers and other Christian workers 
are needed immediately to promote Evangel 
University, interest donors, and recruit students. 


President L. W. Barnard, 134-137 St. Felix St., Brooklyn, N. Y. C. 
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Christabel Pankhurst’s Latest Book 
SEEING THE FUTURE 


** What is the world coming to ?’’ is the question for 
which Miss Pankhurst seeks an answer. Discussed 
from the standpoint of prophecy. 328 ‘pages. Cloth 
binding. ‘ 
PRICE, $2.50 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Ber 680, Cleveland, Ohie 


Baptist Fundamentalist 


would like to correspond with churches want- 
ing a pastor. Have been traveling several 
years. J. E.-McKEKE, Le Roy, New York. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. , 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one. 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES . 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


e @ i 
Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cente—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia; Pa. 





Your Class of Girls 
(Continued from page 364) 

few lines helped that young girl to meet! 
How often through the many years that 
have now stretched between their first 
reading and today they have spoken again 
and again of God’s watch-care over the 
individual life —her own indj-idual life! 

a. Before. you seek to drive home the 
accountability of each life to God, as 
Ezekiel surely -teaches it, will it not be 
well to help your girls think, gratefully, 
of the réverse side of this truth, as sug- 
gested above? God does hold us to strict 


accountability for the ways of our own 


lives, but that' is not a “hard” truth to 
meet when we also realize its blessed 
twin-truth —that God holds each life 
dear, knows and cares for each one, and 
for each thing iri each one. Once let that 
great truth grip the heart and steady it, 
there will be littie fretting against the 
“strict account” of the life to God. 

If your girls remember a little song 


often taught Primary children, they will do | 


well to bring it to mind now, and often: 
How strong and sweet my Father’s care 
That round about me, like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere — 

He cares for me. 

The thought great wonder with it brings; 
My cares are ail such little things ; 

Yet to this*truth my glad faith clings — 

He cares for me. 

2. But there'is no escaping the strong 
emphasis of: Ezekiel’s whole prophecy — 
that God expects each life to be and bear 
a message from him, and holds each soul 
accouniable for the faithfulness with 
which that responsibility is met. That 
same “Louise” had difficulties about her 
responsibility toward “the heathen,” as 
the. unreached nations were designated -in 
her youth. Would they be lost if they 
never got the message of salvation? Who 
would be responsible if they were? Why 


struggle so to: get the message to them | 


if “no” were. the answer to the first of 
these questions? Was it her busines$ to 
‘sacrifice to send that message? Never 
has she forgotten the day these words 
of Ezekiel’s (33:7-9) met her in her 
Bible reading.: There is no plainer an- 
swer to these questions in all Scripture. 
Help your girls to see that God is ex- 
pecting them to share their message from 
him (whether of warning, knowledge, 
comfort, or love) in both word and deed. 
But help them to see, too, that their lives 
themselves, the sum-total of them even 
more than any fist of separate ‘deeds or 
special gifts, are messages from God for 
which they are responsible to God. Is 
it not the prophet himself — in every case 
of Scripture— more than any one mes- 
sage of his that speaks most clearly for 
a even in days so distant from their 
iving ¢ 
Tlome Study 

Read the whole of the fourteenth chap- 
ter of Romans several times this week, 
and then John’s way of ‘basing personal 
responsibility upon Christian love, in 1 
John 4. 

Decatur, Ga. 


It is one thing for us to be born of God, 
and another thing for us to be aflame 
with God. Do you believe that it is pos- 
sible for you to go out aflame with God; 
just ‘like that acacia bush which Moses 
saw? That is God’s will for you.—The 
Rev. E. L. Langston, in the Keswick Cal- 


Tv. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 7) 

1. Each involved a vision. 

2. “The strength of God,” Ezekiel means, 
and surely this name befits this man. 

3. Son of man (Ezek. 3: 4). 

4. Ezekiel was a young man in Jertisalem 
during much of Jeremiah’s time, and began 
his own work as a prophet in exile before 
Jeremiah’s work in Jerusalem ceased. Think 
what Jeremiah’s faith and courage must 
have meant to this other and younger man! 

5. The vision of God, as recorded in his 
earliest chapters, is constantly kept in his 
own mind (and before his readers) as his 
reason for all he has to say about God and 
from God 

6. The many visions, and the object les- 
sons. 

7. His attitude when he refrained from 
outward mourning on the death of his wife, 

8. See Ezekiel 24: 19-24. 

9. Beginning before the final downfall of 
Jerusalem (of which he prophesied in .cap- 
tivity), he continued for some twenty or 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





EZEKIEL TEACHES 
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more years,—till perhaps fourteen years 

after its final captivity. 
10.. Ezekiel was “by the river Chebar” and 

any map will show how far this was from 


Babylon, the center of the exile, where we -: 


are accustomed to think all: the exiles were 
gathered. The Book of Esther bears fur- 
ther testimony to how widely scattered the 
Jews became during this period. 


11. When he uses the Word of God. 
12. Hebrews 4:12 and Isaiah 55: 10-13. 


13. “For the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6: 23). 


Mr. Trumbull’s Meetings in 
Chicago and California 


ORKING with ‘the Pacific Coast 


Committee that ‘arranged last sum- =: 


mer’s conferences, the Victorious Life 


Testimony is co-operating in the follow- ~* 


ing conferences in. which Charles G. 
Trumbull, Editor of Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, will give messages daily 
on the Victorious Life. : 


July 13-19.—First Presbyterian Church, Holly- 
wood. (Stewart P. MacLennan, D.D., Gower 
and Carlos Streets.) 

July 21-28.—Pioneer Memorial M. E. Church 
(South), Oakland. (Arthur T. O’Rear, D.D., 
Telegraph Avenue -and_  Thirty-seventh 
Street.) Dr. O’Rear, whose ministry and 
books have brought blessing to many, will 
conduct daily Bible ‘studies, and Mr. Trum-° 
bull will give messages daily on the’ Vic- 
torious Life. 

August 3-7.—Beulah Tabernacle, 
(Paul W. Rood, D.D., 
Street.) 


For information about the California 
.conferences, address the pastors’ of the 
churches. ; 

On the way to California Mr. Trum- 
bull will keep appointments in Chicago 


Turlock. 


on the morning and evening of Sunday, — 


July 7, as follows: - 

Buena Memorial Presbyterian Church 
(Henry Hepburn, D.D., pastor), 4301 Sheridan 
Road, 10.30 A. M. ~- 

North Shore Church (the Rev. John C. 
O’Hair, pastor), Wilson Avenue and Sheri- 
dan Road, 7.30 P; M. ; 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 









July 2r. 
7-10; Psa. 1§ : 1-5. 

July 28. How the Church is Making Our 
Nation Better. Matt. 13 : 31-33; Luke 4: 


18, 19. 
Aug.-4. Jesus’ Teaching on God’s Loving 
Care. 


ing.) 





Suialeg, delr<04. +02 -x 


The Christian Sunday — What It is For, - 


and Why (Luke 4 : 16-22) ‘e. ‘ 





Mon.—The first Sunday (John 20: 19-23). 
Tues.—Sunday for worship (Heb. 10 : 24, 


25). 
Wed.—For. exhortation (Acts 20:7). 
Thurs.—For soul culture (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 
Fri.—Lest we forget (Isa. 58 : 5-10). 
Sat.—For rest (Exod. 20: 8-11). 











Why use Sunday for religion? 
Has the automobile spoiled Sunday? How? 
What do we do with our Sundays? 


ee IS said that Hoffman, the famous 
German chemist, once visited Glasgow, 
arriving -in the town late on Saturday 
night. The following morning he went 
to cali on Sir William Thompson, after- 
ward Lord Kelvin, the famous British 
physicist. The doorbell was answered by 
the parlor maid, of whom Hoffman asked, 
“Is Sir William at home?” e 

“Sir, he most certainly is not.” 

“Could you tell me where I might find 
him?” “ 

“You will. find him in church, Sir,” was 
the reply, “where you ought to be.” 

vad 

Four words stand out in our Scripture 
lesson for this week.. We shall find them 
in Luke -4:.16,— “as -his custom was.” 








Hadgyou or. been writing.Luke’s Gospel, 


4, 


710 West Main... 


Everyday Citizenship. Rom. 13:3, ©: 


Matt. 6°: 26-32, (Consécration meet- — 














_ indulgence. 


’ it different from any other day in the 











Lesson for July 14 


doubtless we would have gone to great 
length to tell how faithful the Lord Jesus 
was in attending the synagogue on the 
Sabbath Day. The Holy Spirit, however, 
uses only four words to let us know that 
the Lord Jesus was careful about his 
observance of the Sabbath. They are most 
important, however, and-we should re- 
member them when we hear folks mis- 
using the Lord’s own statement that the 
Sabbath was made for man and not man 
for the Sabbath as an excuse for self- 


ne 

It is true that, strictly speaking, the 
keeping of the Sabbath was enjoined 
upon the Jews in a sense in which it 
is not upon Christians. The Christian’s 
day is the first day of the week, or the 
Lord’s Day,. and not the seventh day, or 
the Sabbath. The Jewish Sabbath was 
to be kept as a day of rest and no work 
save that which was absolutely essential 
was to be done on that day. Punishment 
for breaking the Sabbath was death 
(Exod. 31:14, 15). There is no such 
penalty attached to the breaking of ‘the 
Lord’s Day. . 


Although Christians keep the Lord’s Day 
for different reasons than those laid down 
for the Sabbath, these reasons are none 
_the less important. God does not compel 
us to keep his day, but, if we truly love 
him, we shall want to observe it and make 


week. It was upon the first day of the 
week that the Lord rose from the dead, 
and by using this day for worship and 
for Christian service we honor him and 
remember what he did for us. Upon this 
day of the week-we may meet with other 
Christians in obedience to Paul’s com- 
mand to neglect not “the assembling of 
ourselves together, . . . exhorting one an- 
other” (Heb. 10:25). It is upon this 
day that we have special opportunity to 
worship and praise God‘ unitedly with 
other Christians. 
4 ~ 

But the observance of the Lord’s Day 
has not only an upward look, it has an 
inward one as well. We need to observe 
the Lord’s Day for our own spiritual wel- 
fare. This is the one great opportunity 
in the whole week to dismiss the every- 
day cares and duties of school and work 
and to turn our thoughts to our heavenly 
Father. To be sure, God wants us to 
live in fellowship with him moment by 
moment, but upon the Lord’s Day he 
wants us to have uninterrupted time. for 
taking that far-away look toward heavenly 
things that. shall correct the “nearsighted- 
ness” that is so likely to come with close 
contact with earthly things throughout 
the week: Upon this day, we may have 
special. opportunity for Bible study, and 
we may enjoy the special privilege of be- 
ing taught in the Word both in Sunday- 
school and in church. 

Observing the Lord’s Day has its out- 
ward aspect: What we do. on this day 


~ 


others, for upon this day we: may have 
the opportunity, in a special way, to 
speak to others about Christ, or to bring 
to them encouragement and comfort, or 
to give the simple witness to our Lord 
by honoring him on his day. 
A profane blacksmith in a small town, 
to the surprise of every one, appeared in 
church one Sunday morning, and later 
joined the*church. When asked what it 
was that prompted him to become a Chris- 
tian and turn from his former ways, he 
said that he could not endure the ‘faith- 
ful testimony of a certain man who, every 
Sunday,. passed his shop on his way to 
church. This man had said nothing to 
the blacksmith, but his: faithful honoring 
of his Lord. was a constant condemnation 
that led to the blacksmith’s conversion. 
a 
To be sure, we shall not have any diffi- 
culty in finding “good excuses” for mak- 
ing the Lord’s Day one of- idleness or 
using it for sports or self-indulgence. We 
all know most of the time-worn excuses 
for not keeping the Lord’s Day. One 
favorite is that we work hard all week 
and need this time for healthful exercise. 
The fact is, however, that never before 
have people had so much time for them- 
selves throughout the week, yet this same 
old excuse continues to be popular. 

We hear some talk about hypocrisy in 
the church, offering that as a reason for 
not worshiping with other Christians on 
the Lord’s Day. Yet perhaps there is 
no greater hypocrisy now than there was 
during the days of the Lord Jesus on 
earth. This did not stop him from his 
careful observance of the Sabbath. 

The need for rest on the Lord’s Day is 
offered by others as an excuse to keep 
them away from church. Yet they will 
unhesitatingly wear themselves out with 
foolish pleasures all week long with little 
or no thought of being tired. 

Then, of course, there is the old, old 
platitude that we can. worship God in 
the great out-of-doors just as well as we 
can in church. .True enough, but do we, 
when we ride around in our automobile 
all day on Sunday? All too often, the 
mileage on one’s car on Sunday is a good 
barometer of one’s love for Christ. The 
greater the mileage the less the love. What 
might be a means of blessing on the 
Lord’s Day in helping us to overcome all 
the obstacles in getting to church services 
and in helping others to get there, unless 
carefully guarded, may be a curse that 
keeps us away and thereby contributes 
to our spiritual starvation. 


we 

But what shall we do on the Lord’s 
Day? To hedge it about with restrictions 
is but to make it a burden as did the 
Pharisees in the days when Christ was 
upon earth. If we will only look to him 
to guide us, and ‘keep faithfully to his 
Word, we shall not have much difficulty. 
Certainly, in our own personal conduct, 
‘we shall not want to lower his day to 
the level of the other days of the week 
by indulging in sports, however helpful 





is bound also to have its effect upon 
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not want to encourage others to dishonor 
his day by making a practice of buying 
on Sunday. Can,we not follow the sim- 
ple rule of avoiding anything, no matter 
how harmless it might be at other times, 
tha? would hinder our attendance at 
church or Sunday-school, or that would 
put us in a frame of mind in which we 
cannot truly worship God? Let us take 
to ourselves Paul’s advice to the Corinth- 
ians, “Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). This 
verse can be our guide through every 
day of the week, but especially it will 
help us truly to honor our Lord on his 
day. 

we 


What am I doing on Sunday that dis- 
honors Christ? 


Whom am I putting first on the Lord’s 
Day, myself or my Lord? 


What’ is my example on the Lord’s Day 
meaning: to others? 
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Why is it harmful to play tennis or golf 
on Sunday and not harmful, in most cases, 
to take a walk? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


THE BLESSED 
HOPE 


A message on Prophecy by James H. McCon- 
key. The editor of the Christ Life says: 
“ ay Deeges ggg 2 is pouring from 





cConkey’s ‘The 

Blessed ” comes with a singular 

strength and freshness. The whole mes- 

sage is heart-gripping for these last 
ys.” 


Sent absolutely free. Address 


@. Silver Publishing Society, Dept. S, 
Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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salient points in his many-sided life 


READY THIS WEEK. 


F. B. MEYE 


By A. CHESTER MANN 
gq A biography by a friend of Dr. Meyer, of many years’ standing, coverin 


of a life spent entirely in the service of his fellows, and which stamped the man 
who lived it. as one of the great leaders of. his time. 


Over two and a half million of his books have been sold! 


ORDER IT TODAY 


PREACHER, TEACHER 
MAN OF GOD 








in graphie and accurate fashion. A ieteed 


Cloth, $2.00 










By J. R. GRAVES, A.M., LL.D. 
Satan Dethroned 





famous sermons, powerful 


Evangelical faith, evangelistic power, empow- 
ering trust and’ burning zeal rel yay te 

today as truly as 
when first delivered. $1.75 


Edited by WILLIAM NORTON 
Truth Illuminated 


More than 300 vivid stories of evident value 
te every speaker or writer in need of illustra- 
tions of Gospel truth. Full index. $1.50 

















rounded are they all. 
the layman's devotional hour. 


DR. FROST'S NEW BOOK. 
Little Sermons from the Pentateuch 


By HENRY W. FROST, D.D. 
Each of these hundred meditations suggests an effective out- 
line for a sermon of usual length, so concise, ‘‘meaty’’ and well- 
A book for the minister’s study and for 





$1.50 










By WILLIAM: M. CURRY, D.D. 


Illustrative Stories for 
Pulpit and Platform — 


The R. A. Torrey Year Book 


A Thought, a Meditation, and a Scripture Passage for every day of the year 
By A. CHESTER MANN 
Three hundred and sixty-five readings from the great herald of the Cross. Each 


is prefaced by a meditative thought anda fitting text of Holy Scripture, and con- 
stitutes a theme for daily meditation, spiritual gain and devotional enrichment, $1.50 


Effective tools for every workman in spiritual 
teaching. ‘ $1.78 









By EDWIN HAMLIN CARR, D.D. 
“Let Us Give Thanks’’ 


Progere for -the Table, the School and 
Church. 





A complete guide for parent, pastor or Church 
School leader. $1.25 








they may be at other times. We shall 
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information you desire. 
A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE of the 


Co-educational. 
York City. 


Low expense 








quarters. 


Unexcelled educational, cultural,-missionary opportunities. 


We Need YOUR Help NOW! 
To Buy This Beautiful Building. 
It will replace inadequate rented e 


highest doctrinal and educational standards. 


s. Many opportunities to earn expenses. 


oe ae oe me St Fe em Ye te a Oe 

Mr. H. A. Brack, 7reasurer, 

134-137 St. Felix Street, Brooklyn, New York City. 
I am glad to heip EvanGet University NOW. 


EVANGEL UNIVERSITY 


An Evangelical Institution 
Founded on the Infallible Word of God 
L. W. BARNARD, President. 


A detailed announcement was made in last week’s SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. You are invited to write for any further 


H. A. BLACK, Treasurer 


A THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY giving unusual training in Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and Expository Preaching. 
Beautiful location, twenty minutes from New 
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F. M. GrtLinGHaMm jJoun Scorr 
President Treasurer 


Founded 1914 by Dr. C. 1. Scofield 
Editor, Scofield Reference Bible 


Philadelphia School of the Bible 
1721-27 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








We seek thoroughly to train our graduates to 
live, preach, and teach the Gospel. they are found 
in pulpits and mission fields at home and abroad. 

For information write to 


J.D. ADAMS, General Secretary. 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on requést. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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Following the International Uniform 
Sunday Scheol Lesson Topics 


- Fundamentally Sound 
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UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 Cleveland, Ohio 








¥§ For Family Worship | 
& By Howard A. Banks, 'Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Unifarm Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“WE CANNOT conceive our Lord 
Jesus Christ saying six times over, 
in almost the same e, ‘Ask in my 
name’ (John 14) and -promising that 
whatsoever is thus asked in his name he 
will do, or give, unless he meant this 
to. be 4 most important. and impressive 
message. It will be noticed that this is 
a new lesson. ‘Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing ‘in my name.’ No Old Testament 
saints could ask anything in. Christ’s name 
—this privilege was unksiown to them — 
but even New Testament saints had never 
so done. This is therefore the most im- 
portant lesson our Lord ever taught as 
to prayer, because it was a new lesson; 
never taught before from the foundation 
of the world until that time.”—Arthur 
T. Pierson. 


July 8 to 14 


Mon.—Exzekiel 18 : 28-30. 
- . . Personal Responsibility. 
Resting their proverb on Exodus 20: 
§ and 34:7, no doubt, captive Israel was 
accusing God by a reiterated declaration, 
“The-fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
the children’s teeth are set on edge” (vs. 
1-4). Ezekiel is to correct this; only a 
son who repeats his father’s wickedness 
has the sins of his father visited upon 
him. - There are drinking men today who 
are excusing their love of the cup by per- 
suading themselves that they have in- 
herited the thirst. Every one shall give 
an account only of himself unto God at 
the judgment. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 











COME TO THE MOUNTAINS OF GEORGIA! 


Tur ‘foccoa Farts Institute offers to consecrated 
men and women a two year Bible course, an excellent 
an accredited High School 


music department, an 
course, preparing for college. 


Interdenominational, Fundamental, Evangelical : P 
Delightful climate, country life, modern conveni- I Tues.—Ezekiel 33 : 7-16. 


ences, charges very moderate. 
Address President, ‘Toccoa Falls, Georgia. - 








LET VOuR GIFT 
TO FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PAY YOU __ 
A LIFE INCOME 


You can make a generous gift 
to foreign missions and have a 
needed income for yourself 
and others from the money 
you give by the 


Annuity Gift Plan 


This plan relieves you of uncertainty 
and worry by changing values 
ot invested- funds and assures you a 
fixed income of 


434 % to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


A reserve fund of over $1,500,000 
guarantees the prompt payment of 
annuities to you. 
Protect yourself against loss 
through unwise investments 
aud at the same time help send 
the gospel to all the world. 
For full information write 
fx F. Hall, Secretary, 
oo of Annuities 
BoaRD OF FOREIGN MissiONS 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Avenue, New: York 








new Bible School and Missionary Home 

to be built on three acres of land recently 

donated to the Bible Lands Gospel Mis- 

sion in the city of Betrut (U. S; head= 

og 113 Fulton Street, New York 
ity). 


Official Responsibility. 

Every Christian is a “watchman” (v. 
7). The sight of a crowd broke our 
Lord’s heart. “He was moved with com- 
passion” because they were unshepherded 
sheep. How does the sight of a filled 
football stadium affect us? Dr. Torrey 
used to tell about three persons, a mother, 
a Sunday-school teacher, a Sunday-school 
superintendent, each of whom came to 
him unknown to the others, and in bitter 
grief confessed neglecting an impulse to 
speak to the mother’s daughter, who sud- 
denly died. “The Holy Spirit was trying 
to get the use of three people to save 
one soul,” Dr. Torrey said, “arid could 
not.” ; 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit to follow up 
the recent annual conventions of the 
| Worle s Christian. Fundamentals Asso- 

ciation in Chicago and the Baptist Bible 
Union of ‘North America in Buffalo. 


Wed.—Romans 12: 1-8, 
Responsibility for Gifts. 

Spiritual gifts come to us through the 
grace of God bestowed upon as as born 
| again ones, and not necessarily from abil- 
{| ities inherited through our first birth. 
| We should take stock of gifts in grace, 











; and use them, in humility, as we find 
|. them. entrusted to us, remembering: that. 
| “he giveth more grace” as we use to the 
| utmost that of whi-h we are already pos-. 

sessed. “Every good gift and every per- 
» fect gift is from above, and cometh down 

from the Father of lights.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a prom- 
inent native Christian teacher in Burma, 
who recently developed leprosy and has 
been admitted to the home at Mandelay 
by the Mission to Lepers (Canadian of- 
fice, 301- Evangelical Building, Toronto 
2), that he may be cured if this is God's 


\ 
Thurs.—Matthew 11 : 20-24. : 


Responsibility According to Light. 
Our Lord teaches here that. men are 
judged not alone according to what they 
have done but according to the light they 
have had. We ought to think of the 
fact that we are even more favored than 


because the Lord’s personal residence was 
there, since we live in the time blessed 
through the expediency of his “going 
away,’ when the .Spirit. brings his in- 
dwelling presence to each of us. We 
also dwell under the blaze of a completed 
Bible, and have the privilege of hearing 
all God ever needed to say to mankind. 


Commission Prayer 
prayer-helpers during this present year, 
its twentieth, and will supply its. every 
need for printing, mailing tetins, and 
the like. 

Fri.—Matthew 25 : 19-30. 

Responsibility According to Opportunity. 
“The reward of faithful work lies not 
in rest only, but in enlarged activity (v. 
21). The world to come is thus con- 
nected by a law of continuity with that in 
which we live; and those who have so 
used their ‘talents’ as to turn many to 
righteousness may find new spheres of 
action beyond all our dreams.”—Dean 
Plumtre. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for God's 
continued blessing on the Million Testa- 
‘ments for Latin America Campaign (1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia). Two hundred 


thousand Testaments have already been 
paid for. og 


(Lesson for July 14) JUNE 29, 1929 


Prayer Succestions:! Pray that. God a 
will hear the prayers offeréd by the Great ' 
League and its}? 


Sat.—Romans 2:1-l1, - fea 
Reward and Retribution. 
Paul, after..describing the sin of the 
Gentile world, is trying to get the Jew 
to see that he is not righteous by law 
merely because he is-Abraham’s descend- 
ant. Part of the Jew’s righteousness con+ 


Capernaum, which was Be favored | sisted in condemning the Gentile (Gal 2: 


15), but before he thus judges (v. 1) 
the Jew needs to ponder God's outstand- 
| ing general principles. of judgment — 
judgment will be according to truth (v. 
2), according to deeds (v. 6), without 
respect of persons (v. 11), and according 
to. Paul's Gospel (v. 16). 
¥; : |SuGcEsTions: tay for the 
dist Church Mission im Aligarh, In- 
y : t sy the ‘native Vv é 
tachérs, for Mr. C, C. Hermann w 
ts in charge. <: 
Sun.—Psalm 125. Abiding in Jehovah. 
Trust in the Lord- founded the Old 
Testament saint upon a rock. He was 
like Mt. Zion (v. 1). Such a trust God 
honored by divinely environing that saint 
with hinself (v. 2). Here is double 
abiding for the Old. Testament saint, even 
as the same maryelous privilege is pic- 
tured for the New Testament saint in the 
parable of the Vine and the Branches. 
Prayer Svuccestions: Dr. John T. 
Tucker of Currie Institute, Dondi, An- 
gola (Bela Vista, via Lobito, Portuguese 
West Africa), writes to say that the 
work at Cambonge received a very spe- 
cial blessing during the month following 
a request for it in this column last Sep- 
tember; pray for eight new schools and 
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DID YOU KNOW 


THAT IN 1890 Dr. C. I SCOFIELD 
r Mission for the Central America, «a: 
Mais Which be believed to: bx Se ee ee 
toward that end. Your Church; | School, or Bible class ought. to 
know about this work.: for tea Eesdiion aa Ehecentiaee 


we Central American Mission, 2712 Holmes St., Dallas, Texas 








Will You Help 






| 


Would you like td share in this distribution of the “Word of God? 
If so, send gifts to Dr. C.G. Trumbull, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


in the Open Air | 
Meetings in Belgium? — 


With two tents and two Gospel cars we are preaching the Word of 
God to thousands of souls in Belgium during the summer months. We are 
planning three months with the French tent im places where the Gospel of 

_ God's grace has never been preached. The French car made a trip to 
the southern part of Belgium recently, a section entirely without a Gospel 
witness; our four workers sold’ 1,000 Testaments and other Scriptural 
books and held a number of meetings. In one city we had an audience 

of one thousand people, mostly men. 











will; pray for all leper missions. 





BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, INC. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph.C. Norton, Directors 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


preaching appointments i% that neighbor- 
hood 
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